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To the Moſt Learned 


Janus Ulitius: 


(By way of Vindication) it is abundantly pro- 
ved, That neither St. Auguſtine, nor auy one 
of thoſe Fathers, who flouriſhed in the Ages 
before him, did, either by their Docrgines 
or Pracrics, in any wiſe countenance the 
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Reverend 81 "4 A, 
Heve read your Tranſlation of 'the hens which the 
Learned, and Pioas Dr: Morley, late Biſhop of Wi 
wrote to Janus wm about the Invocation of Saints, with" 
muchDelight; not only upon the account of the at Learning, 
nlp of Ree the Leys rrvig Fray wg he t 
auſe ur peak in ſuch pure, 
. 3 , #5 would have made your Ver Berber, 
been taken for Original i, had it not been mmm the Letters were 
written in Latin. Ton had reaſdn in the Title Page 10 fe 750 
Now made Engliſh; for I aſſure you, Sir, without Huch, 
they are made Engliſh in the Perfect ia of the Engliſh Lan- 
grave, in Her Stile, without" any. 
of: re i 
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anding as long as the World endureth it ſhall not be 
pblotted out; his Memorial Ahall never paſs away, and 
his Fame ſhall live from Generation to Generation: when 
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1 — 5 5 2 ” 10 the | Moſt Learned r 
Waves LIS All ares 


4: 1 Moſt Learned SIR, lets ood dey, 
X FOUR 8 * WY with that of mine 


7 Own printed at-Baſ#, I have carefully collated, and the 
Place which you were deſirous I ſhould inſpect, con- 
cerning the Invocation 0 Saints, in that ſmall Tract, 
which bears the Title of St. Auguſtine's Meditations, I find to be 
exactly the ſame in both Editions. 80 that in caſe that Book o 
Meditations be the genuine and undoubted Work of St. 8775 | 
cannot deny, but that great Doctor of the Church, at 1 ; 
this one Tenent, is altogether a Remaniſt. But firſt, Eraſmus (in 
a ſhort Preface to that Book of Aaditationt) tells us, He neither 
can aver, nor will he deny, that St. 1 is the Author of 
that Book, but leaves it in Suſpenſe. e ſame. thing do the 
Editors of St. Auguſtine 8 at 1 Nay, even 4. N 2— ; 
himſelf, in that of his, concerning Eccleſiaſtical x pling 
after he has enumerated all and every of the 
in the Nigth Tame of St. — 5 Works, (am . We are 
reckoned both his Medications and Soliloquaes), adds Three ſhort 
Obſervations: Tbe Firſt, whereof. is, That amongſt ſo many 
Tracts contained iu the Niath. Tome (and there are ia it above 
| 4 Forty) only! Seven are undoubted, uu. The Expolition of the 
N ©: Goſpel and Firlt- Epiſtle of St. Jehn, Concer ning iſtian Diſ- 
« cipline, Of the Ten Strings, Of the Benefit of Pennance, Of 
the She and Sheep, Concerning the Agreement of 
© Ten Commandments and Ten Plagues ; . e 
ei theſe are to be met vith in Peſſi 8 Index; thereby 


— a, Faſſidian, St. Auguſtine $ len ap cob 


= l that 8 writ concerning an 


ta) 
Matter. His Second Obſervation is, That Four Tracts con- 
Gonflict between Virtues and. Vices, Of the Explanation of the 
„ Apocalyps, and concerning Antichriſt, are notoriouſly ſup- 
« poſititious. But of all the reſt of the Tracts contained in this 
Tome, which is dug Third Obſeryatiohy 5 We have, ſays he, 
© not any thing of Certainty ; for neither (as he goes on) can we 


\withany. Aſſutance affirm the St. Aug uſtine s, being 
2 e t ud aut ie Ger W. a | 
© ted them, nor can we find that they are quoted by Bede, who 
4 compil'd his Commentaries upon St. Paul's Epiſtles, out of St. 
« Auguſtine's Works; neither yet dare We deny abe mibſt of theſe 
„ Tratts to be St. Augyſtine's, ſince the Piety and Learning which 
150 ref. in them are no way unworthy the Character of St. Au- 


 paſtine, Thus far Bellarmine. Whenve even from what pre- 
cekds, it is ſufficiently. plain that this whole Trac of Meditations, 
and confequently that very Teſtimony ont of this Tract * 
to countenance the Invocation of Saints, is eſteemed but of a doubt- 
1 . Os by the Chieftains of the Zowunifts themſelves; 
nd from uncertain Premiſes can we deduce no certain Concluſion. 
Wherenpon, our of this Book, which does not appear to be 
gr. Awpuſtine's, it cannot be evidently made out, that either 
Sk. Aupuſtine did himſelf Invocate the Saints, or approv'd of the 
Ny further; id far as I can perceire it is not only not appa· 
rent kram theſe Obſet vations of Belarmine that St. Augnſtine was 
the Author of that Bock, bot it is clear he was not Ihe Avthor uf 
it. For iu Caſe F Poſſidias was the 
molt vigilant Colſector of the Works of his M and yet- 
makes not even the leaſt Mention of this Traft, certainly it is 
more than probable that St/LAugiſline never writ any ſutci Book, 
Neither ig that which Bellarmine adds to the contrary, of ay great 
4 , That he dares not deny this with the other Tracts 
= of th "Ninth Tome, omitted by Peſſidius, four only excepted, to 
'2 de St. Auguſtine's, becauſe they are Pious and Learned, and no 
| way unworthy the Character of St. Auguſtine, which thing is not 
yet ſo abſolutely true, that it may not be gainſaid) for although 
theſe Books be Learned and Pious, yet may they be none of 


== St. Apaiſtinr's; unleſs Wwe ſhould allow thet none, but St. int 
= __wlp capable of writing hat is Learned and Piqus5: which 


Js 


their 99 
M4 


Au 1 5 


e ens 7 


3 was ee A 7 605 Age, who were niche ; 
ly given to Mbimigg, , hey the 1 8 — — of the 9 5 8 


umgur, 


e 


tious, a ao ue 
Verſe was the School-men' x lore 
this 2 * of lt the ho 

was the 


ib922202 6 "= 220 — 


i — 212 0 70 
225 10/290 2+ et aged gs dba 
292 $4166 = tn] {4 8 9 
2 of ba, oj 6 dhe, Yo io dgalziy) 
ol 25 9 k 


nne © £07 e „Nn: Ku: 
the 
ell an 


Which Chronological lucongruity and failing; being taken in- 
to Conſideration by thoſe of Colen, Who were the Editors of your 
St, Auuſtine, they will not haye St, Auhuſtine, but Peter Damian 
Cardinal, to be the Compoſer of that Hymn. But in Frobenixs 
his Edition hep is no e to he met with, as any Diſtincti- 
on between tlie and of the whole Book; 
and certainly, if at that time of the Day any ſuch thing had _ 
publickly known, neither could it have eſcaped Eraſmus his Dili- 
gence and Sagacity; nor would it have been conceal'd by ſo real 
an Admirer bo. of Truth, and of St. Auguſtive as he was: Where-- 


MLT CIT berg 


Works 1 a as = za 


Tate WAXING 6 on 


collected maty things. W era many more of his 

ig an is rs ate theſe Forms of Invocating the Saint; 
WHICH ſeeing they could have no Foundation in'the Scripture, nor 
any Example from the Ancient, and not yet corrupted Church, 
the Perſon, whoever he was, that raked to ther theſe Medita- 
118 that he might clatw the ſuperſtiticus Itch of the Age he ks 

colnterfeited” St. Auſtin me and Authority. '/ 

Alt 'by Perſons. of his * "js praftix'd upon others of the 
kee dy interpolati other Wy Fo of theirs, thereby to eſta- 
bliſh and recopuyend t e fame and other Errors of theſe Latter 


"Feng ld bits 2 wil wor Galtfey it; dot in that very Cen: 
| w — Bouriſh'd; th Seeds of this Syperſtition 
ma 120 $7 7557 e er but that St. 4 
F Rated with 
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$ Error, ot chat there were any yy 
a form vf Invocating the Saints comttionly received, or Pblickly 
prag Ris'd by the Church of that Age wherein be lived, I deny. 
| | c With Melgrift hon Ae Learned and Moderate Divine, 
=_  _ cobfidenr affirm, ' thar this evous aud corrupt Practice 
1 is 11 7 ta ing the 1225 Gen The I of God and - the 
N Saints in — Ages, it prevall d il the Church) was not only 
1 unpractis d, but either unheard of, or otherwiſe condemn d, in the 
: | Three firſt Centuries after Chriſt, nor 5 there — certain and 
4 | indubitable Teſtimony to the contrary 8 Ray 
i | | Writings of any of the Fathers, who ined be IA F 
tury. I remit y you * Book, and bid you heartily 
Ons © 
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Abilities ) without the Afiſtance 


added one thing 


( 5) 


T0 the Moſt Learned and Moſt Excellent | 


7 5 L- — 
Al HAPPINESS. on 


Am nh much en "mad Lewes Olaz * | 
ſhould account me but an ill Pay-Maſter, 1 25 
long in your Debt; but you are ſenſible we have almoſt du- 
__ this while both of us been from home, and Tam no 
Bias, 

neither 


cannot be diſcharged ( at leaſt 


that I can carry all that belongs to me about with me, 
am LEG Library r 
ender 


Perſon of 
of Books and Leiſure. 
But that I may nom diſcharge it as far as 1 am able; -whereas 
there are two parts of your Letter; one of which is a Theologi- 
cal; the other an Hiſtorial-Diſquiſition ; I ſhall begin with the 
Latter of them, as an Argument lefs mornentous, and whereiq 
I ſhall readily allow my ſelf to be out- done by any Perſon of Learn- 
ing, and much more by the moſt” Learned Clin. Prue it is 
therefore what you relate, that when yon and I teck Walk to- 
gether, and upon I know not what Occaſion, Mention was made 
of that Fabulous Original of the Aneient Britains, as ſprung from 
Brutus, the Grand- ſon or Greav Grand. ſon of neus, I ſhould ſay; 
it made ſomething towards the Confirmation of that Fable, that 
the Britains practis d the ſame Method of fighting in Chariots, a5 
did the Trojer,, and other Afraticks;.a:thing, ſo a8 Leonid re- 
member, not made vſe of by other Eurcpean. Falſo, dy the by, 
more, which you take no Notice of, namely; . 
(that whatever ſhould be admitted touching the Original of ur 
Hlanders) it was more than they firſt received” the Ru- 
diments of the Chriſtian Religion from the 4ſiaricks, becauſe 
4 _ Oy (ſent thither by Gregory the Fir; — 
' Sei fg Miles of 1agigmny 12 75 . wt 


4 
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(8) 


"the Goſpel to the Caren? found the ancient Inhabitants of gf 


land alreac riſtians, and as to the Celebration ot Eafter 
mlt haelt of the Eaton Cvſtom; neither could he, either 
by any Menaces or Promiſes, prevail with them to KI the 


contrary L wont of the Church of Rome. And d to me 


es a bre be 8 that we A r ir Inſtitu- 


975 thoſę of bo od ks 9 K 
r 
po ard] ſto 


100 
— ot {o 


—_ 
| 4 95 wh te er our fans. Al- 
cenſion, landed e 5 a. 45 with the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, taught alſo theſe Rites which had obtained in thoſe 


. ni en e £399 97 it 8 
2 Place, * what: relates to the deducing 
09 Brjranvick Nation from I łπ⏑MG not what: Brut 
. — and the. Tri ans, there ig neither any of 
own Country- men nor Foreigners, Who gire.leſs Credit to fuck 
an La faked Fable than my ſelf; which thing I then likewiſe told 
von. Nor did I alledge that Practice: in making War, common 
to ee the Treiumt, but unknown to ather Finnpe an Natiod 
I might;thence eſtabliſh that feigned Genealogy, 1 — 
S ation; 3 but only th qt I might point — with any 
mb en Truth: 'Mighthe urged hy the Aſſerters ot 
is. or you, I Pf yet embrace it as probable that al! 
ads ih un peopled from the next adjoyning Continent, and 
3 $r the Brirains had their firſt Riſe from the Low Countries, 
75 aged 4 nn 100 2 912d 
„Furt own ( wbich upon youn ntimatlon Jt ikewiſe 
owledged) that other Europeans beſides the Broeains, name ly 
yin; Greciant, as Homer, and the Old! Lalian,; 48 gl 
wityeſleth, made uſe of the ſame Warlike Furniture; which thing, 
tho'4 did. not at that inſtant ſufficieatly: conſider; yet cod I not 
poſliblybe whoalyignorantof it, am nat fouktogethtria 
Shpoger; go eicher of theſe moſt lehr ated Poers; bot thardwras 
—— exquiinted-withralh thoſe-A vthoritivs, v hiok aut>of 
both you Sithtr tlien ar tow ihave pid. Wherefore I 
aldi readily allow theeino, Cogency at all in that Ar ede; 
me then urged; in Caſerit were ſupported by ndthih men [motors 
baxely,Poctin Teſtimonies „ of imCaſEthe-Exidence 
alone and of it ſelf ſufficient to eſtabliſh an Hiſtorical ruin. in 
Matters of Fact. But 


* 


7 
Hut in the firſt place, not Poets, but Hiſtorians are the Mate- 
rial Evidences of Times and Cuſtoms, and Matters of Fact, becauſe, 

Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit aqua pot eſt as, 

Painters and Poets claim it as a Lam, | 1 
Mitch looſe bald Strokes to finiſh what they draw. 
as one of the moſt eminent Poets does not only own, but makes his 
boaſt of it. Now tis no where to be met with, ſave in the Poets 
alone, that the Ancient Greeks and Latins amongſt the Europeans 
practisd that Aſentsck Method of fighting in Chariots : But that 
as well the Inhabitants of Britain as Aſia were accuſtomed. to en- 
gage in this Method, is made evident by Hiſtorians of undoubted 
Autharity.: 7 37 fie! wen e eie 1o616-hng 

Nay farther, thoſe Authorities concerning the ancient Greczans 
produc'd by you out of Homer, and concerning the ancient Latin: 
out of Virgil, hare reference to that Period, which /arro the maſt 
Learned Raman ſtiles, the Mythick or Fabulous Age. For accord- 
ing to Chronologers, Trey was ſubdued by the Grecians about the 
Two Thouſand: and Second Year of the World, that is, Four 
Hundred and Eight Years before the firſt Qlympiad; from which 
Epocha the ſame Farre dates that Period of Time which he deno- 
minates Hiſtorical, by reaſon the Tranſactions thereof were re- 
giſter'd in authentick Hiſtories. So that whatever things are de- 
liver'd to us, as tranſacted either before or after the Flood by any 
Authors, who writ hefore the fixſt Olympiad (excepting the Pen- 
men of the Holy Scriptures ) are either Uncertain or Fabulous; 
and therefore nothing of Certainty or Truth can be collected or 
concluded from them. For as you your ſelf know, a neceſſary 
and indubitable Concluſion does not follow from doubtful and un- 
certain Premiſes. | um 10 8 

Whereupon, with your good Leave, I may ſay it, that all theſe 
Authorities cited out of Hemer and Virgil, ſeeing they are drawn 
out of ſuch Authors, as pretend not an Hiſtorical Relation, and 
do likewiſe belong to that Age of the World, concerning which 
we can have nothing of Certainty, are not of ſufficient Authority 
to demonſtrate, that the ſame Aſiatict Method of making War 
was practis d either by the Greeks or Latins, in common with the 
Britains ʒ becauſe what we have ſpoken concerning the Britain: is 
bottom d on a more ſolid Foundation, namely, upon the Teſti- 
mony of Hiſtorians, who „ the Hiſtorical 1 
* ut 


— 


But you will fay, Why then ſhould* Homer ſuppoſe that the 
Greeks, or Virgil that the Latini, did engage their Adverſaries af- 
ter any other Method than what was then practis'd? Why rather 
attack their Enemies in Chariots, than on Horſe-back ? Lanſwer, 

This perhaps might be ſaid by Homer, becauſe it appear'd more 
anguſt and magnificent, and moreagreeableto thoſe Heroes, whoſe 
Performances he relates, to Charge ſitting conſpicuous in a Cha- 
riot as upon a Throne, rather than barely on Horſe-back, like 
a common Soldier : Or otherwiſe, becauſe in thoſe very times, 
wherein Homer writ theſe things, the Afiaticks made uſe of theſe 

Manner of Chariots in their Wars, and he was not willing his 
 Greeians, during the time of Action, ſhould be outdone in Arms, 
and other Military Equipments, by thoſe very Perſons, over 
whom, in the Concluſion of the War, they were to be Conque- 
rors. And then the ſame things concerning the Heroes of the 
ſame Ages are related by Virgil, becauſe in every thing he labours 
to imitate and copy after Homer. Now in Caſe Military Chariots 
had been in uſe amongſt the Grecians in the times when Homer writ, 
it is altogether unaccountable that none of the Gr-ek Hiſtorians 
ſhould hand it down to us, feeing Homer (according as Suidas and 
Porphyrie, and your Country- man the excellent Voſſius out of Suidas 
witneſs) lived before the firſt Olympiad, that is, before the Con- 
cluſion of theFabulous,and the beginning of the Hiſtorical Ages, not 

One Hundred and Thirty Vears, and that not only the Uſe of 
fach like Chariots ſhould become obſolete, but even the very 
Memory of them, that ever at any time any ſuch thing had been 
in yfe, ſhould within the Compaſs of ſoſhort a ſpace abſolutely 

riſb, is a Matter ſcarcely, if indeed at all, credible. 
_ "Wherefore, what you relate concerning Cæſar's taking Notice 
of this Method of making War out of Chariots amongſt the Bri. 
tuin, not without ſome Admiration, is true, nat only, as you 
conjecture, upon account of their Dexterity in Charging, their 
Activity in W heeling and Vaulting, (tho' even upon that Account 
the thing was more to be wonder'd at) but alſo upon the Account 
of the abſolute Newneſs of the thing, ſuch as before he had no 
| Where ſeen, and which, as he could not believe it the Invention 
of a Nation ſo much above others unpoliſh'd, ſo neither could he 
imagine when, or how, ſo many Ages ago, or from Places fo 
vaſtly diſtant, as either from Aa, or Greece, or Itaiy, it ſnould 

be imported hither. And from what by way, as it were, of 
N t . 


(9) 
Self · correction you add, that what occafion'd Caſar's Admiration 
might poſſibly be his obſerving that ancient Method of making War, 
both in alyand elſewhere now diſcontinued, and quite antiqua- 
ted, ſtill kept on foot in theſe Parts , the Conſequence is, that 
that Method of making War had obtained in Britain before it was 
* diſcontinued in rah becauſe otherwiſe it cannot with Propriety 
of Speech be ſaid till to be preſerved, after it was quite anti- 
' quated. in ah. Now in Caſe at any time it obtain'd in ah, it 
was diſcontinued before Rome was built, becauſe Livy, who hath 
compil'd his Hiſtory from the Building of the City, never takes 
Notice of any ſuch Cuſtom. Now in Caſe it prevail'd in Britain 
before Rome was built, why may we not believe it brought oyer 
into Britain by ſome of the Trojans, by whom it was firſt intro - 
duced into Ita? 1 3 inge 
For, whatever Virgil, or Servius, or Strabs N 
that Matter, I cannot eaſily believe the Britains were taught the 
Uſe of - theſe Military Chariots from the Belg7. Firſt, becauſe 
the Belgick. Wagons, concerning which Virgil ſpeaks, and which 
Servius tells us were invented by the Belgi, ſeem to have been no 
warlike Utenſils, but Carriages relating to Husbandry, and are not 
therefore mention'd by Vigil when he treats of Warlike Affairs, 
but in his Georgicks; that is, in the more proper Place. And then, 
*a$ to what relates to &rabo, though he is a Witneſs worthy Cre- 
dit, eſpecially when he deſcribes thoſe Places, and their Inhabi- 
tants, whither he himſelf had travelled and ſeen, (and many 
both Places and People did he ſee) yet nevertheleſs might he have 
been impoſed upon, and draw others, though not wilfully, into 
the ſame Error with himſelf, when he relates ſuch Matters, which 
he had only-receiv'd by Hear-ſay; upon which Authority, as he 
himſelf confeſſeth, many things are by him deliver'd. And a lip 
of this Nature does that Teſtimony ſeem to be, which you quote 
out of him, that you may prove not only the Britains, but ſome 
of the Celte, (whom you term Belgians, though Ceſar plainly di- 
ſtinguiſheth between the Celtict and Belgick Galls) employed theſe 
ſort of Chariots in Military Affairs. For certainly Cai Ceſar 
(who not only took a narrow View of the whole Country of the 
Galls, but over-run it with his Wars and Conqueſts) could not be 
ignorant of this Method of making War amongſt the Celte or 
Belgi, nor would he have conceal'd it, in Caſe at that time an 
where among the Gals any ſuch OUS had been practis d; muc 
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leſs was it agrecable to n Authot'of fo much Circymſpe&ion and 
Method. in deſcribin of own Tranſactions, to make a Wonder 


at the ſelf ſame Method of making War, as at a thing entire! 
new, Which he h gelt of all Een ft Gal, and afterwards ſaw i 
Britain, and with ſuch Variety of Words ſo to deſcribe it,” as to 
render it intelligible to others. Whereupon either the Celts 
made no uſe at all of theſe Military Chariots, or in caſe they did; 


it was after Ce/ar's being amongſt them, namely, within that Pe. 


riod of time which, elapſed between the Gallick War and Strabe s 
Writiag theſe things, that they were firſt made 


Strabo (4ccord- uſe of, Whence it is manifeſt, that the Britains could 


1 not be taught the uſe of theſe Chariots by the Belgi 
B-pinning of or the Cele. But it ſeems more agreeable to Truth, 
Tiberius that the Celtæ, while they ſerved under Ceſar in his 
| Reigns, ....,, .. Gallick Wars, ſhould from the Britains learn that 
Martial Art, which they ſaw by them practiſed, 
and afterwards themſelves make uſe of it in their own Country. 
Which thing even Strabo himſelf ifeems to intimate, when in the 
firſt place he relates this as the Practice of very many of the Bri- 
tina and afterwards ſays, that only ſome few of the Celre made 
'uſe of it 3 nom every Cuſtom ſeems 1 25 to have obtain'd in 
that Place, here there ate many and sKilful, rather than where 
there are but few and bungling Practitioners of it. 
Which thing, the moſt Ingennous Dlitius, according to his 
wonted Ingenuity, ſeems to have foreſeen and provided againſt, 
when, out of Taruw,. you labour to make it appear, that not all 
the Ne ſome ſort of the Britannick People, namely, 
_ thoſe Northern nhabitgts beyond the River Tay, and the Monn- 
tainous Tract of Braid Albin, did engage chest Ad verſaries in 

- theſeſort of Chariots, which thing, however true it might be 
in thoſe Days When Tacitus writ the Life of his Father in Law 
Agricala,] certainly there was no manner of Truth in it, when 
Caius Calan landed on the Shoars of Britain. For he firſt land- 
ed. his. Soldiers, in Kent, a Place very remote from the River 
Tay and the Mountains of Braid Albin, and yet even in theſe 
very Places did he meet with theſe Military Charioteers; and 


though: he advanced not very far beyond the River Thames, yet 


did he often engage with Enemies, who made uſe of ſuch Military 
Equipments 3 and there is no doubt to be made, but that from 
Numes even unto Tay, and wherever the Ifland extended W 
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the ſame Methods of waging War were at that time practisd by 
the Iſlan lers. Wherefore that you may not oppoſe Tacitus to Cæſar, 
but that each of them may have that Credit given them which they 
well deſerve, it ſtood yon (my good Friend Olitius) in good 
ſtead to have reflected on what you your ſelf in the Period imme- 
diately preceding had acquainted us with, namely, that after the 
Britains had for ſo long a ſpace, (to wit, from the Days of Julius 


= Ceſar to thoſe of Domitian) experienced and imitated the Roman 


Exerciſe of War, their own, by little and little, began to be 
diſcontinued 3- and that firſt, and with greater Proficiency, in 
thoſe Parts of the Iſland, which were neareſt and moſt expos d to 


"> the Camps and Fortreſſes of the Romans; till the Romans making 
3 themſelves at length Maſters of all every where throughout the 
= whole Iſland, and together with the Contributions, exacting from 


thoſe they had ſubdued the Exerciſe of the Roman Arms, the an- 
tient Method of making War in Chariots, as you yery well ob- 


q f ſerve, was abſolutely diſcontinued and worn out of uſe, 


And thus (moſt Learned Ulitius) have you, ſuch as it is, my 


4 ( Return to the firſt part of your moſt Learned Epiſtle, or indeed, 
rather my Apology, (I will not ſay for the Truth,). but for the 
"X Likelihood of that Argument, which, during the time of our 


walking together, I offer'd to ſupport, as 1 confeſs, a falſe Hypo- 
theſis, not ſeriouſly, but for Diſputation ſake. And works a 
what I have now added, I would have you well aſſured to be by 
me written in the ſame ſtrain, namely, not out of any Deſign of 
diſſenting from you, (for touching the Original of the Britains, 
my Sentiments are the very ſame with yours) but only after a 


Logical and Academical manner to make an Experiment, of what 


on either part of an Argument may be offer'd with any probabili- 
ty, a thing in ſome Caſes neither unpleaſant, nor altogether un- 
profitable. Which thing, neyertheleſs, I make it my Requeſt 
you would not fo interpret, as if it were undertaken by me with 
any Deſign to vie with you in Critical or Hiſtorical Matters, 
or-indeed, in any other ſort of Polite Literature; but only that 

may not appear a mere inſipid Perſon, and as if Humanity were 
a Study perfectly foreign to me, and upon that very Score unwor- 
thy your Friendſhip. 2 1 
Hut it is now high time that I addreſs my ſelf to the ſecond part 
of your Letter; which ſeeing it * to Matter of Faith 
and Religion, does require a more us and adviſed Diſquiſi- 


tion. Tho'l am fully ſatisfied, you as little approve of the Invoca- 
tion of Saints, as I do of that Romance concerning Brute. 
In the firſt place, therefore, what you ſeem to con- Concerning 
found, it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh, I mean between row - 

the Invocation of the Saints (concerning which thing a- 
lone we debated)and the [nvocation of God in Behalf of the Dead; 

touching which matter, neither did you formerly ſtart any Diffi- 

. culty, nor did I ſay any thing relating to it. For neither is it 
the ſame thing, nor falls under the ſame Conſideration, To pray 
unto, and to pray for thoſe who are departed; but they are two things, 
and ſuch two, as though they be not Contraries, ſo as they mutu- 
ally deſtroy each other, yet are they ſo Diverſe, that there is not 
in the leaſt any neceſſary Connexion between them; ſo that al- 
lowing Prayer for the Dead to be in ſome Senſe Lawful, and of” 
good Antiquity, yet would it not follow, but that Invecar:on of 
Saints may both be a Novel and Impious Doctrine. And in very 
deed, Prayer for the Dead is of far greater Antiquity, and much 
leſs deſerves Cenſure than Irvocation of the Saints. 

But then do I not intend ſuch Prayer for the Dead, as is now 
practiſed by the Romaniſts, nor bottom'd on ſuch a Foundation, as 
is that witty and gainful Invention of Pwrgarory. For from the 
Practice of the Ancient Church in Praying for the Dead, it can no 
way be proved (though the Romani do falſly ſuppoſe it, and 
take it for granted) that theſe Primitive Chriſtians did believe te 
Dead for whom they pray'd were tormented in ſuch a Place as 
they dream of, or that it was poſſible to free them from that Place, 
and thoſe Torments, by the Interceſſions of the Living. For 
Tertullian is the firſt amongſt the Ancients, wherein the Practice 
of Oblations and Prayers for the Dead is to be met with; but he ne- 
ver once thought of this Popiſh Purgatory, or- of any other third 
Place of Receptacle of ſuch Souls as were ſeparated from the Body; 
for in his fourth Book againſt Marcion, and concerning the Soul, 

8 he has aſſign'd only two Places, as Receptacles for Souls deli- 

| ver'd from the Body, wherein they are, as it were, reſerv'd to 
the Day of Judgment,” namely, the Infernal Lake for the Repro- 
bates; but for the Souls of the Juſt Abrahams Boſom; which, he 
tells us, is not Heaven it ſelf, yet is it above Hell; in the interim, 
the Souls of the Juſt do therein receive Comfort, untill the Con- 
ſummation of all things does (as he is pleaſed to expreſs it) can- 
cel the Reſurrection, by the Fulneſs of the Retribution ; that is, 
22 : ren. 
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I ! 
readers, ſo far as Humanity is capable, our Bleſſedneſs compleat ; 
taking this metaphorical Expreſſion from the Method of Ac- 
comptants, who all along cancell their Figures, till having drawn 
all the Particulars into one Total, they cancel] all but that Total. 

But you will ſay, Why therefore, or to what Purpoſe, was that 
moſt ancient Practice of Offering and Praying for the Dead conti- 
nued in the Church? Or what manner of Oblations and Prayers 
were theſe? I anſwer you, that by. Oblat ions for the Dead, as pra- 
Riſed by the Primitive Church, we muſt underſtand only Eleemo- 
ſinary, not Propitiatory or Expiatory Oblations, (for ſuch were 
only to be offered by Prieſts, not Lay-men, much leſs by Women.) 
For Tertullian, in his Book concerning Single Marriage, tells us, 
that the Wife made Oblations for her Husband on the Anniverſa- 
ries of his Deceaſe ; and likewiſe in his Book of Exhortation to Cha- 
ſtity, he ſays, the Husband offer d his Annual @blations for his. 
Wife; neither of which could have been performd, in caſe the 
Sacrifices which either of them offered had been Propitiatory. 
They were therefore Euchariſtical, namely, Charities beſtowed. 
upon the Poor, which the Apoſtle to the Hebrews calls Sacrifices, 
and ſuch Sacrifices, with which:God is well pleaſed. And that theſe 
Charities which were diſtributed for the Relief of the Poor, were 


by the Ancient Church denominated and reputed thoſe very Ob- 


lations, is moſt apparent from the &5th Canon of the Fourth Coun- 
cil of Carthage, Whoſoever do either abſolutely deny, or not without 
Reluctancy pay unto the Churchthe Oblations of (that is, for) the Dead, 
as Deſtroyers of the Needy, let them be Excommunicated.. So that to 
make Oblations for the Dead, according to the Senſe of the Ancient. 
Church, was nothing elſe than Charity beſtowed on the Poor, as 
an Expreſſion of their. Gratitude towards God, in that he had. 
vouchſafed to releaſe the Souls of the Godly from the Priſon. of 
the Body, and for. their Deliverance from the miſerable and dan- 
gerous Eſtate of this Life, and as Tertulliam expreſſeth it, for 
tranſlating them to a Place of Repoſe and Refreſnment. | 
But, ſay you, in caſe pious Souls, immediately after they are 
departed from the Bodies, are in a State of Refreſhment, what. 
need is there for Prayers upon their Account ? as if indeed there. 
could not, or that it were not cuſtomary. there ſhould be 
Euchariſtical Devotions. Now ſuch moſt certainly were the 
Prayers, wherein the Patriarchs, . Prophets, Apoſtles, - and. 
Martyrs were. commemorated at the Altar, concerning wow 
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happy State there could be no Doubt, and upon whoſe Account, 
as St. Auguſtine ſpeaks, it was injurious to pray, that is, after any 
other Form than what was Euchariſtical. Yet do not deny, but 
that amongſt the Ancients, beſides theſe Euchariſtical, there were 
in the Office for the Dead alſo Interceſſory Prayers, wherein ſome- 

thing ſeem'd to be deſired or -pray*d for upon the account of the 
Dead, as if, even yet, ſomething were wanting to them. For 
Tertullian, ſpeaking of theſe kind of Prayers, ſays, Devont Chri- 
ſtians prayed, That the Souls of ſuch as were dear to them might enjoy 
Refreſhment, but theſe very Souls, according to the ſame Tertullian, 
either were already, or otherwiſe, never at any time hereafter 
ſhould be in a State of Refreſhment, ſeeing from Hell there is no 
Redemption, nor any Mitigation of the Infernal Torments; and 
beſides Hell and Abraham's Boſom, Tertullian allows not of any 
third Place as ag Weceptacle for Souls in a State of Separation. It 
therefore remains, that we may conclude the Ancients thought 
it poſſible that we might piouſly, and without Impenitence, 
petition God for ſomething, which we believed was already 
ranted by him. For ſueh indeed is the Condition of Humane 
ailty, eſpecially in Matters relating to Faith, that — 
ſuch things as we deſire with Earneſtneſs ſhould be accompliſhed, 
we can never think our ſelves enough, however, never too much 
afcertain'd and ſecur d, whilſt we continue alive. And from 
hence proceed theſe ſo on and importunate Petitions of Da- 
vid, Daniel, and other holy Perſons in the Sacred Scriptures, 
which are addreſſed to God, that he would fulfill what' he had 
promiſed, and that he would accompliſh the thing which he had 
taken upon himſelf, and the like, all which things they were be- 

yond all doubt abundantly aſſured would be brought to paſs. 

But, you will ſay, however certain ſach things may be, yet 
were they neither preſent, nor already paſt, but ſtill future; and 
betwixt what is palt, and what is yet to come, there is a wide 
Difference; for to petition for the Accompliſhment of any thing, 
which we know to be already effected, does not only ſeem abſurd, 
but directly impoſſible; and ſuch indeed it is, in Caſe we be per- 
fectly aſſured, that what we deſire of God to perform, is already 
performed by him. But to Know and to Believe are two difie- 
rent things. For where there is Knowledge, there alſo is Certainty, 
and ſuch Certainty as quite takes away all Doubtings, as well up- 
on the account of the Perſon who knows the thing, as upon uy 
3 + St c 
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4 be ſo Fong, 46 if i were o Keel r the Expiation 
of her Sins. becauſe, as he himſelf tells us, he believed them already 
expiated; hut only that during the time of Celebration, ſhe might 
de commemorated mongſt others, who ſlept ja the Lord, that is, 
n the Belief 15 that Sent whic ich our Lord offered for the Expi- 


ation of, ls: kor this is that very thing, which, when ſhe was about 


7 dye, ſhe had ber elf requeſted, namely, that even 1 her 


Departure ſhe might be accounted a Member of Chriſt's Body, and 


ht. be enrolled as one of their Number, who, by one hy the 
f Tame, to wit, by that only Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of 

iſ once offered, were all of them redeemed EF. their Sins to 
s fee from Death to Eternal Life. For in this Senſe, and chief - 
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during the Adminiſtration of the Holy Myſteries 
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well N * 11 Nd this Life, as thoſe who 

— till in it, rtain to the ſame Body, nor was it 
-Power of Deat k it ſt to ſeclude them from the "Uaity of the 

x .and further that there neither” is, "nor ever was any one 
Holy + ed Innocent, but that he ſtood in need of the Merits of this 
acrifice to explate the Guilt of his Sins, .and to render God ap- 
penſed-and pro . to us, whether he were Patriarch, or Pro- 
Phet ur Apoſtle, or Martyr, or even the Mother of our Saviour 
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Wor Brot her, then of, and all thoſe mho are departed this 
ſummation and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, in God's Eternal a Ever- 
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lower to an higher Degree of Bleſſedneſs. For many of the Primi- 
tive Fathers, as Juſtin Aartyr, Tertullign, Clemens Romany, Lal an- 
bias, 2 Martyr, and others, did not N * the Souls of the 
Juſt went hence directly to Heaven, but that they were detained in 
Abrabam's Boſom, or in ſome other Place of Refreſhment, even un- 
to the Day of the laſt Judgment; ſo as in the mean time they were 
not made Partakers of the Beatifick Viſion, or compleat Happineſs, 
which by God's Promiſe, through the Merits of Chriſt 'were dhe ta 
them. W ereupon, this being their Opinion, it was in them no 
Solceciſin to beſeech God on their Behalf, that he would hiſten tht 
Day, wherein he had determin'd to crown his Saints with the Full- 
hefl of Redemptign. Ty it” 1-7 ANG eee 

Nor even to us alſo is it either unlawful or unprofitable to Pray 
for the Dead in ſome Senſe; pr Fang we are not conchuded by that, 
Opinion of the Ancients, that the Souls of the Saints are not adr, 
mitted into Heaven till the Conſummation of all things; yet bein 
the Soul is only part of the Man, and to compleat the Felicity 5 


© humane Nature, tis neceſſary that the whole and entire Subſtance 
and every part thereof, ſhould be bleſſed, Which thing, before t 


Reſurrection of the Body, cannot, be accompliſhed ; therefore, do 
[ ſay, that to us alſo it iz lawful, 5 Welt upon our own, a8 alſo ug. 
on the Account of thoſe who ate departed, to interceed with God, 


(Which thing, wb. hy the order for the Burial of the 5 
C 


preſcribed by the Church of England, we conſtantly do) prayin 

That it may 15 him of his 8 Goodneſs, ſhortly to accompliſh the 
Number of his Ele, and to haſten bis Kingdom, that we, 855 with 

ife in the 

true Faith and Confeſſion of the Name of Chriſt, may have our fire rh 
laſting Glory. Which very Form of Prayer, together with the pre- 
ceeding Form of Thanksgiving (with us alſo accuſtomarily made 
uſe of.) for the Delivery of the Party then interr'd, oat of the Mi- 
ſeries of this ſinful, World, as alfo that Admonition touching the 
Frailty and Miſery of this preſent, and the Immortality and Felicity 
of the future Life, taken out of proper Places of Holy Scripture, 
and publickly read in the Preſence of fuch as attend the Interment, 
(all which are enjoyned by the Liturgy of the Church of England) 
I eſteem to be either altogether the ſame, or however very little 
different from that Ancient Practice of Oblations and Prayers for the 


Dead, when taken according to the Primitive and Genie i ntention 
MOI * I take rs * ne C 2 * 18. envine a M 1 of 
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(19) 
cerning it; yet does heabſolutely deny it to be a Matter of Faith 
whereupon, ſo little does he add any Authority to the Roi 
nion concerning P4gatoy, that he aſtogether impugns it. 
But hatever St. nn, St. Ambroſe, or pps Concerning 
or Chryſoftome,” (thougti Eyphanð in that" Bifputation ' _ 
aps comes nesrer to the more Ancient than fa. 


r Fathers) might either think or write neerning aa: 


the Prayer aud Oblarion fot the Dead, yet wilſ it not thence follow, 
that ęither St. Auguſtine,” or any one of the athers; was un Ad vo- 
cate for the vocation of Saints 5 for Indobat ion f Sim, has nothing 
in common with Prayers for the Dead: And further, Prayers for the 
Dead (as I have ſaid before) is in ſome Senſe lawful, but voc ati 

Saints, take it how you will, is abſolutely and altogether unlaw- 

the former only impertinent or ſuperſtitious, but the other 
Idolatry, and a Contempt of God, or Chriſt, if not ot both. For 
all lubac ation (as the —_— themſelves are wont to diſtinguiſh) 
is either Supreme, and Direct, ad Abſolute; and Terminative, or 
Subaltern, and Indirect, and Relative, and Tranſitive, or by the 
Miniftry of one relating to another. And concerning that It ion 
which is Supreme, Direct, Abſolute, and Terminative, the Noma- 
niſte themſel ves confeſs, that it is what they call Lr, of that kind 
Worſnip which is due to Cod alone ; and therefore Invocation of 
Saints, in caſe it imply” #Worſhip of this Nature, is in very deed 1- 
dolatrous. But then [vocation Subaltern, Indirect, Relative, and 
Tranſient, that is, that ſort of Itvecarion, which through the Me- 
diation and Merits of the Saints is directed and referred to God, and 
in him is ultimately terminated, is neither Idolatrous, nor Super- 
ſtitious, nor Unlawful, but Profitable, Laudable, and moſt Actep- 
table both to God and his Saints. Now therefore hate ver oht of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Councils, or the Fathers, is by us produ- 
ced, for the Invacation of God alone, they will have it ſo under- 
ſtood, as only relating to the former kind of Invocation, as that 
which is due to God alone. Das Boeimibsztn SHKRW (Co ene sn 


We thetefore tell them,” that this Diſtinction touching lavoca= 


tion, is frivolous, modern, and in very deed no Diſtinction at all; 
by reaſon there is neither Precept nor Example for it to be met 
with either in the Scriptures of che Old or New Teſtament; nor in 
the Practice of the more Pure and Primitive Church, nor laſtly 
even in thoſe very Fathers, Which, you ſay, are by the Romawiſfs 
themſelves alledged in this Argument; but its reahy and truly a 

N | mere 
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mere Invention frafned on purpoſe to apologize for this preſent mo- 
dern Practice of worſhipping Saints and Angels. Which veryWorſhip 
of Saints and Angels is the ſelf ſamething with that Worſhipof Heroes 
and Demons amongſt the Genriles, only dreſſed up in other Expreſ- 
ſtons, and the Heathen Philoſophy introduced by degrees into 
the Chriſtian Church, with a non obſtante to that moſt expreſs Fore- 
warning of the Apoſtle St. Paul, throughout the whole Second 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Coleſians, that the Chriſtians might 
have a particular Regard to themſelves, in Reference to that piece 
of Heathen Philoſophy. For as you your ſelf (moſt Learned Vi- 
tins) perfectly well underſtand, the Heathen Philoſophers no leſs 
than the Chriſtians did acknowledge one Supreme God, to whom a 
ſupreme and ſovereign Adoration was to be paid, and whom they. 
ſtiled the Vniver/al Framer or Diſpoſer of all things. But then betwixt 
that only Supreme God and Men, they were of Opinion, that there 
were certain other intermediate Deities, or Gods of a lower Rank 
and Order, which by one common Appellation they ſtiled Demons, or 
by a more peculiar and diſtinct Title they called Hauſnaid Gods, Gods 
of Families, and Gods either of particular Nations or Cities, or 
Guardian Tutelary Gods of Men. Now as to ſome of theſe Demons, 
they were of Opinion, that they had never been circumſcribed 
within any humane Body, (and theſe are thoſe kind of Beings which, 
we call Angels.) Others of them, whom they ſtiled Heroes, they 
imagined to be the Souls ſeparated from the Bodies of perſons of 
the greateſt Worth and Excellency, and ſuch, as while they lived, 

were mighty Benefactors to Mankind in general, ſuch as amongſt 
us Chriſtians are eſteemed Saints, and ſuch as in the Church of Rome 
are not only accounted Saints, but, according to their own Idiom, 
are ſtiled Divi, ot Men C moni d. Now as the Heathens taught, 
that theſe Demons of both ſorts were by their Frame and Compoſi- 
tion a middle ſort of Beings, ſo in like manner, by their Office or 
Employment, they were Mediators betwixt the Supreme God and 
Men, namely, by whoſe Mediation and Procurement, Men appea- 
ſed their enraged God, and from God thus reconciled obtained 
whatever was neceſlary to compleat their Felicity. And upon this 
account they thought it requiſite that theſe Demons ſhould 1 wh 
red by Men, not indeed as the Supreme God, but only as Sollicitors, 
. and Patrons to the Sovereign Deity, in Behalf of Man- 

kind; and the Worſhip, which upon this Score was paid them, was 


to ſvecaie them, to adore them in their Images, to dedicate T em 
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ples and Altars to them, in times of Sickneſs and Danger, to make 
their ſolemn Vows to them, to conſecrate their Offerings, and hang 
up their Votive Tables at their Shrines, in grateful Memory of their 
paſt Dangers, and laſtly, to go on Pilgrimages to ſuch Places, which 
were. conſecrated to them, and which, as they ſuppoſed, were 
moT ia-their Regard: nie ñ́?ĩiE diodt to bool 

And 1 make it my Requeſt (my Dear Olitiu) that you would 
conſider, whether all theſe things are not upon the ſelf ſame Ac- 
count, even now practiſed by Chriſtians (drawn into this Error 
by the ſame Device) in Honour (as tis given out) of the Angels 


and Saints, but in Reality to the Reproach of God and Chriſt? For ſo 
that old craftyDeceiver did heretofore impoſe upon the Philoſophers 


who were the Divines of the Gentilen, under the ſpecious Pretence 
of a more 2 Reverence towards the ſupreme Deity; ſug- 
geſting to them, that it was an unadviſed and preſumptuous Under- 


taking for any Mortal to make his immediate Approaches to ſo ex- 
alted and tremendous a Majeſty, and thereupon, none were to pre- 
ſume to draw near to that ſupreme God, otherwiſe than by ſach 
Mediators, as he himſelf ſhould aſſign, namely, by Demons; and 
whatever good things were either already received, or babar 


expected from God, were to be imputed to the good Offices of the 
Demons. Whence it came to. paſs, that the Old Serpent by De- 
rees, imperceptibly, and without Struggle, drew away. Mankind 
2 every Region, not only from the Adoration, but even from the 
very Knowledge of the Supreme God; and at the long run brought 
them over to pay their Adoration to theſe Demons, that is, to him- 
ſelf under the Appellation of theſe Demons. For ſo does our 
very Nature incline us, that we moſt eſpecially pay our Regard and 
Adoration to thoſe, by whoſe good Offices we eicher really do, or 
however ſuppoſe we have received ſome Benefaction, rather than 
to the Party, himſelf, who beſtows it. But theſe were the Works 
of Darkneſs, in the times of Ignorance. _ But after that the Sun of 
our Righteouſneſs. aroſe, then thoſe dark Shadows concerning De- 
mons. vaniſhed,” and that one Supreme God, by the Generality of 
Mankind, begun both to be underſtood more perfectly, and more 
Religioully to be adored, than at any time heretofore, Chrilt, he 
who is himſelf both God and Man, being manifeſted ta be the one 
only Mediator between God and Man; then did that Old Deceiy- 
er lay alide for a ſeaſon his Serpentine Cunning, and aſſume the Lok, 
aud having conzerted-bis Wiles into Fury, inſtigated ſoch ie vis 


(+) 
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the fai 1 5 28 5 8 and one onhtyMediator, that he 
| might quite deftrs! all fuch, who would no longer have him to rule 


over them. But When in {s of time this did not ſucceed to his 


Wiſhes,” but he perceived t - the Blood of the Martyrs proved 


e Seed of the Church, | he the again 88 to ls ld de. 


ceitful Practices; And Bah n ene that im ſuch Places 
er the Nl, of the Mages 2 depoſited,” both Prayers 
were made, and Oratories erected, and now and then God was alſo 
Hey to ſhew Miracles from tat very Blood of "Martyrs, which 
ad been the Seed of che Chorch, he projected to gain to: himſelf 
and 935 nagogue a” Seed ace even in Moe very Church of God, 
which he 145 5 dale a e e Whereupob, that ke might 
with more pon the innocent 8 idty of Pius 
Souls, lle redet Fa reve it helieyed, that Prayers made ar the 
Memoriæ of Ma yrs were more acceptable with God, than in cas they 
bad been preſented to him from any other Place; afterwards, wich 
ſome Petifions of Moment, and" ſai gen ee the Hopes 
the Petitioners" themfel Ives,” "were in thoſe Places obtained, th: 
Grand Fnemyof Mankind fo far lkeyiſe*prevdiyd,” as to hayes 
Wm abſotutely imputed toGod done but ſome meaſiretotheMare 
17 005 to that te —.— his — — — Merits had 
it þ God: And to the end that this on might make the deepet 
au teſſion on Mens Minds, , whether'b de 5 es vf his own 
ins, manifeſted in thoſe Places, or By fel hes effected by Ged 
x ſome other end, but by him Feber, he e 
nd improved that Pro enfity to Soperſtition, which is thr 
Humane Nature, that thoſe yery Perſons who at the firſt! 5 w 
to Invoke God alone at the SE ARG of the Martyrs,” at 150 
ins their Petitions to the Martyrs themſelves, as being pet ſua 
hat nothing was to be obtained of God without their Concurr 1 7 
and Thterceſſion. Now becauſe all Confeflors : are, however in-W 
Bt Deſire, Marty, 105 alt Chriſtians truly pious are, either a2 
y, or in their Wiſhes, Confeſſors, therefore a ſuch Who are de- 
parted this Life, aug have obtained of the Church to be be Canoni 4 
Saints, are reputed-as elke . then the Condition of che 
gels, is much more to be efttem on the Invocation both 
_ of Angels, and of Al br eee wude 9 5 — 
mary, And after this ſort 12 55 Demon arp of both 
kinds, prattiſed by the 525 55 Ander more bebe argen 
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; of Angels and Saints); tho”. upon the very ſame-Pretence 
1 r is again reſtored; and entertained by Chriſtians, or 
indeed, rather obtruded upon Chriſtians by the Power of Antichrift. 
And ſo much the more inexcuſably is this Practice revived, becauſe 
the Gentiles out of a juſt Reverence not daring to addreſs themſelves 
to the Supreme God without a Mediator, and having no ſuch Me- 
diator of God's on Ap Dintment, to tranſact between! God and 
themſelves, made uſe of ſuch Meqiators, as out of their on 
Reaſonings they could frame to themſelves. But Chriſtians, ſeeing 
they have ſuch a Mediator by God's own Appointment; ho is able 
to accompliſh every thing with God, as being the Son of God; and 
who is willing to obtain whatever he may from God upon the Ax- 
count af us Mortals, 8 being the Son of dean zO and futhermore, 
ſits at the Right Hand of God, that as our Advocate he may make 
Interceſſion to his Father; and has commanded all to eome anto him, 
and has promiſed, that whatever We ſhall ask the Father in his Name, 
he will give it us; ſeeing, I fay, Chriſtians have ſuch a Mediator 
bet wixt God and themſelves, by God's own Deſignation, ſuppoſing 
it lauful, yet were it egregious: Folly to ſubſtitutè another, nbecauſe 
none can be found more powerful with God, none more propitious 
ta Mankind; But when Chriſt is not only the beſt, but the only 
Mediator betwixt God and Man, (according to St. Paul, 1 Tim. 2. 5. 
There is one God, and one Mediator betwixt God and Man, the Man 
-Chriff Jeſus) to have any other beſides him in our Thoughts, is not 
only fooliſh, but impions. For beſides him to deſire any other, is 
to reject him; nay, fo far as in us lies, we dethrone Chriſt, and ſtat 
another which is not God at the Right Hand of God, that is, ad- 
vaace him to the higheſt Pitch of the Divine Majeſty; which thing, 
(as before I ſaid) is not only fooliſh and audacious, but manifeſtly 
impious and idolatrous. Whereupon, this ſort of Angel and Saint- 
'Worſhip is by much leſs excuſable in Chriſtians, than for Heathens 


- 


:207adorethcit Demon 1403 ont 

For when we are told by the Romaniſts, that there is indeed but one 
Mediator of Redemption, tho there be many of Iaterceſſion, be- 
ſide that they 1 where the Scripture does not, tis al- 
together falſe, that there either are or can be more Mediators of In- 
terceſſion between God and Man. For to make Interceſſion (as you 
who are a moſt accompliſd Civilian perfectly well underſtand} is 
a Term of Law, and does not barely import to Entreat, Petition, or 
"wo Importunities to beſeech, but in * of his 9 
2372 | | ority 
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thority to plead with another, and to interpoſe himſelf; and layout 
his whole Authority, toward the accompliſhing the Matter by him un- 
dertaken. And indeed in this ſort it is that Chriſt intercedes with 
his Father on our Behalfs, not by Noiſe and Clamour, but by inter- 
poſing himſelf and his Merits betwixt his Father's Juſtice and the Sins 
of us his Brethren which, as it were by his o]n Authority and Power, 
ihe witholds and reſtrains, leſt we ſnould be proceeded againſt with 


Severity, and the utmoſt Rigor of the Law. So that he who was 


the Mediator of our Redemption, even the very ſame is, and beſides 
himſelf neither is there, nor can there be any other Mediator of 
Interceſſion. And hence it is that St. Paul expreſly ſays, Becauſe 
IT humbled himſelf even unto the Death of the Croſs, (whilſt he 
di 1 7 the Office of the Mediator of Redemption) therefore 
Goa bath exalted him that he mi ght ſit at his Right Hand, and there a& 
as'Mediator of Interceſſion; ſo that his Exaltation is, as it were, 
the Recompence and Reward of his Humiliation, and on that ac- 
count, ſo appropriated to Chriſt, who is both God and Man, and 
after ſuch a peculiar manner, that it neither ought, nor indeed can 
- be. communicated to any other Creature, without the greateſt Sa- 
crilege, and moſt manifeſt Idolatry. Ene 
No in caſe they ſhould tell us, they do not make uſe of the In- 
terceſſion of Saints and Angels to God in Chriſt's ſtead, but only to 
Chriſt ia Behalf of themſelves: In the firſt Place, what need is there 
of another Interceſſor to thelnterceſſor himſelf,and that too of an In- 
-terceſſor leſs powerful and benevolent,to one more powerful and gra- 
cious? Bat again, what they thus alledge is not true; for they make uſe 
of theſe Interceflors withGod,either in Chriſt's ſtead;or elſe together 
- withChriſt;nay,they beſeech the Saints, that, after the very ſame man- 
ner thatChriſt does, they would intercede withGod, that is, by virtue 
-of their Merits, or by the Repreſentation and Interpoſition of their 
Merits, upon the account whereof God would alſo beſtow on them 
the Forgiveneſs of their Sins; as is manifeſt by the Publick Forms 
of Worſhip in uſe amongſt them; nay, according to the common 
received Practice of the Church of Rome, tis cuſtomary with them, 
-with more Frequency, and a greater Reliſh, to Invocate ſome An- 
 -gebor Saint, or the Bleſſed. Virgin, than Chriſt himſelf, that they 
'would intercede with-God on their Behalf: Although they cannot 
with any good Aſſurance Invocate any one either of the Angels or 
Saints, but at the ſame time they muſt acknowledge that Angel or 
Mita to be a Searcher of the Heart; (which is an Attribute in Scrip- 
„Nen * tures 
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appropriated to God alone) and further, in him, as in Go, 
e to belege for (as the Fc 12s de 
Pl they call upon ac whom they have nat believed ? Unto Which, 
| 3 


lace of the Apoltle, Cardinal Peron, one of the moſt, ingenious 
erſons amongſt the Remanifts, has nothing to return in Anſwer, 


but by framing ſuch a Diſtiation with Reference to Faith, as he 


had formerly coined concerning Invocation ;, For, ſays, he, thy 
it n My. granted, that in ſome. Senſe, aud after 4 certain 2 — 
22 and Proportian, we do helene in the Sa 8 So that. L 15400 
they invent not only an Invocation, bat a Faith alſo, that 
is Supreme and Suhaltern, Direct and Indirect, Abſolute and Re- 
lative; laſtly, Terminative and Tranſient; which moſt certainly is a 
Conſideration and Diſtinction temerarious and unheard:- of, utterly 
unknown, as well to the Fathers, as Scriptures. For according to 
Peron, who thus diſtioguiſheth; it is not only lawful to Believe Men, 
but to Believe in Men. But to Believe in any one, is wholly and ab- 
ſolutely-to 3 on him, to rely vpon him, and place all our 
Hope and Confidence in him, and in very deed to account of him no 
leſs than our God. For in no other Senſe is the covetous Perſon 
ſaid by St. Paul to be an Idolater, than becauſe he Believes in bis 


Mammon. Whereupon, ſeeing, according to Peron's own Acknow- 


ledgement, ſuch alſo WhO Invocate Angels and Saints, cannot In- 
vocate them, unleſs they alſo believe in them, they are deſervedly 
by us reputed as Idolators. For tis not for us, who worſhip a Jea- 
lous God, to dare to play at faſt and looſe with him, or indeed ra- 
ther to ridicule and make a mock of him by ſuch trifling Diſtinctions. 
But how was it otherwiſe poſlible for Peron to extricate himſelf? 
He perceived that Place of St. Paul did fo clearly, ſo: demonſtra- 
tively, and ſo beyond all Contradiction, make for the Invocation of 
God alone, while he denies it poſſible that any thing, in any Senſe, 
ſhould be the Object of our Invocation, which is not the Object ot 
our Faith, that no ſtarting Hole being left him, whereby he mighe 
eſcape, he forc'd himſelf a Paſſage, - For allowing the Apoſtle's 
Argument, namely, (that he alone is to be Invocated by us, on 
whom we are to Believe) the Aſſumption or Inference implied in 
that Argument, (to wit, but we are to believe in God alone ) he 
confidently denies, affirming, that we are not to believe in God a- 
lone, but alſo in Angels, and in Saints; ſo that he rather choſe to 
contradict the Apoſtle, and the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the Apoltle, 
thaggnot accord with, or rather 8 flatter, the Spirit of High 
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beg out Bla neee hurck of Nong; for, ad ufterxrards 
ch it was' not fo much his own, as the Gpition of tha 
5 15 7 Which he adhered; which in this Place he 1 8 
moſtafſitedly he was aPerſon fo every way great, bleſſed likewiſe 21 
ſo profound and penetrating a Judgment, and fo throughly furniſh? 
with all the Advantages of Learning, that what Yirgil ſays cord? 
ing Hactor, may (neceſſary Alterations being 15 d) be's 4 pplled to 
Peren Which thing was formerly remärkecd by the 4 Leng” 
moſh e and bn 115 particulur Frifnd the 83 . 
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„Add yet notwithſtanding, all the Arguments which either by 
him, or any other Advocates of the Church of Rome, are In this 
cauſe for the Iuvocation of Saims alledged, they will have. them ſo 
to: be underſtood, as only to be concluſive, ; with reference to that 
kind of Invocation which is : Subaltern, Indirect, Relative, and 
Tranſient ;; namely, for ſuch;an-lavocation, - wherein ſomething is 
petitinned of God trough their Mediatipn, and not ſuch an Invoca- 
tion wHetein ſomethiag is requeſted of them to be granted ta us, 
on+by: them to he. done for us. For ſuch an Invocation, Peron 
confeſteth, in caſeiit be add reſſed to any created Being, is Idolatrous. 
But cuch, ſay I 15 the Inet ain a, Saints in the Church of Reme; 
and that i too not only as tis ꝓractiſed amongſt the ordinary ſort, 
but in che Publick Forms of Prayer, preſeribed and publickiy ont 
by the Ghureb 34 Will eaſily appear to any one who fhall- look into 
tho Are viarid, Hours of Prayer, and Fſaltet of the Bleſſed Vita 
gin, and Litamies of the Saints. But 1 will not rake in that Duog-hillz 
but mall only tranſcribe one ſhort. Prayer to the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
as your; beleted Horgil. ſays, - Gimint ab umb Hifce Nm s. 
Hy one ThortPrayer g veſs how ere ene ep aki F99Mug1A - 


2 Sc, 001 gan e . küllvf rate, 
lei A Formnofe, Meek, ati! of u Beauteous Face, . 
tica nobis Cratiarn, ” Make Grace on us deſcend. . 
24 Maria glorafa, \ nh Unilaſwy,crown'@ withGlory bright, 
PI fel cits delirioſa, © 148 len fot us, our chief! Delight, * 
* "Pre ce, 3 Glory that has no end. 
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torious tial Perfons; it is not onby printed in!theiriBooksp but 
painted/on! their Ghurch-Doors; and eiigraven on the Walls of thett 
blich Edifices;! as at Bruſſelr, where on che Front of the publick 
ifices belonging to the City, this Prayer of the Inbabitantsrothe 
Virgin Ay, as to the Tutelary:Goddefs of- the City, is expoſed 
to publick View, being cut in Capital Letters, ſo as it may be read 
by all who paſs by. rern ee en e eee eie bfis 797 
A 'BELLO; -PESTE, Z EAR EN NOS' MARKEH2 5" 
Rom Way, \Peſtilenct/' and Famine; \O\Mar vp, 9:11 
Which being it is with them theicommon Form oHlgrocatiig the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and other Saints, certainly either tis is 1dblatry;or 
there never was any ſuch thing; and ſuch Idolatry, as Peron him- 
felf neither dares defend, nor does he endes vor to juſtify it, by 
any Quotations from the Fathers. Whepefore qu ng, hut nat 
granting: tllat ether kind of /rvavaring! tbe *Sainesj ninety ji< what 
te calſy Indirect and Relative, had obtain inte Ancient und 
Primitive Church, yet from thence can n Argument be dra 
either to maintain or apologize fob the preſent: Practice of the 
Church of Nome But neither was there even fol much at this, nr 
any other Invocattorat ul ia tile Nh ient Curch; ſaning vf HMb dis- 
ond Neither fla veothe Ancients deen 9 Rolbiſh 
Diftih&gn! ofoBvocation (Cas Peron termi ft y Dire undilndir 
Abſblilt@ar@RElnvep an of Supreme and Subalterny: butſpeak- 
ing always doncerning Iuvocation, aſter one and the ſelf ſame niari- 
net, withoatial)Cariofity; do upon all Occaſions aſcrihe it to Go? 
alofis, às the Pecuhat and incommunicable Worſhip of GU. Aud 
hente it and others of the Orthodex Ancients, 
dn diſputing 


1 5 
difpnting againſt c r Ain, from Chriſt's being Invocated, con- 
| CD En. tine] e of which Argument, the Aran. 
— itthb greataſt Facility-liave repreſſed, by telling them, in 
caſe any:fuch Diſtinction concerning Invocation, had in thoſe Days 
been underſtood that it was poſſible that ſome Per ſon who was not 
God might be lnvocated, ( namely, with that ſort of Invocation 
which was Subaltern, and Indirect, Relatlve, though not with that 
which was Supreme, Dir ect, an Abſolute. ) ant Anne 
Moreover, in theſe Dogmatical and Doctrinal Tracks of the An- 
cients : which / Tertanan, Cyprian: Nyſſere, Angſt ine, and others, 
have written concerning irvot ation, an ſet pur poſe, and with that pe- 
culiar deſign, to inſtruct others how they! ought to pray, there is 
not an ſuch: ſort of Diſtinction nor, as Peron himſelf confeſſeth, 
p.4 . any thhugh even but che very leaſt Intimation given of any 
invicatiou e the Saint, ; und all this; notwrithſtanding, the ſame Peron 
tells us, p. 1043 that from ſuch / Traqts maſt eſpecially are we to 
make;a judgment, what is the undoubted and genuine Opinion of 
- the Ancient Fathers concerning any particular Doctrine. Laſtly, 
in caſe the Fathers had acknowledged and approved of this Subal- 
tern and Relative Iwocation of the Saints, when Ceſſiu, Julian, and 
Faift i Muichaid made it their Objection, That the Chriftiens paid 
the ſame Adoratiqn to en webe hich the Gentiles offered to 
their Heraes; Origen, Cyri a eee uch not harely have 
denied whit was thus objected; but would have anſwered that de- 
twixt the Ciſtian Martyrs and the Gentile Heroes there was a wide 
Difference; and thougl to knyocate the farmer of theſe was allow- 
able, yet was it abominable iu caſe even this Subaltern; Invocation 
were dftered: to the latter; for even the Gentiles themſelves were of 
Opinion, that Supreme Adoration, was not to be paid to any other 
but to the Supreme Deity „wherefore, in caſe the Chriſtians hy this 
Subaltern Invocation had paid to their Martyrs a Subaltern Wor- 
ſhip, moſt aſſuredly they had worſhipped their Martyrs after the 
ſielß ſume manner that the Gentiles did their Herges. 
ut tis Warth our while here to conſider how Peron goes about 
untz ing this Knots For, ſays he, the Fathers do not always ſpeak 
ey hat is agreeable: their Opinions, but conceal them, only pro- 
<« dueing ſuch Arguments as beſt make for the Cauſe they have un- 
er Conſideration, and may ſuffice to defend the ſame againſt the 
2 Objections of ithe- Gentiles in And, little after this, Pag. 1044. 
The Fathers, ſaßs her as much as. in them lies, and ſo far as Pod 
e « ibly 
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tc ſibly they may, avoid and decline all Occaſions N 
Thoughts concerning the Indocat ion of Sainti; which was then pra- 
«© ctiſed in the Church; being apprehenſive leſt to the Genriles there 
ei might appear ſomething as it were of Agrecableneſs (tho indeed 
&« hut counterfeit and equivocal). betwixt that Worſhip paid by the 
&« Church to the Saints, and that which the Heatheas offered ta their 
&, imaginary. Deities ; and leſt the Heathens Mp ul Ee: take oc- 
& calion, where indeed none Was given them, to fetort upon them 
<« (that is, upon the Fathers) that Practice of the cer namely, 


of Invocating the Saints, _ But is not this a Confeſſion ſufficiently 


plain, that there is not in the Writings of the Anctent Fathers. any 
Teſtimony to be met with of ſufficient Authority to countenance 
this Practice of the Church? And ſeeing thus it is, whence I pray can 
it be made appear to us, or even to Peron h fs Hatoo0p £34 
Cuſtom had in thoſe Days obtained in the Church ? Is it poſlible that 
we ſhould have any other Indication concerning what wete the Opl- 
nions and Practices of the Ancient Church, beſides What we have 
from the Writings of the Ancients? Beſides this, is it not from hence 
manifeſt, that the Romaniſts (Whateyer to the contrary they vainly 
boaſt) have leſs honourable Conceptions concerning the Fathers an 


the Ancient Church than we? For Whenever was there any one of 


us, who either by Word or Writing, ſaid, that the Fathers to ſerve 
a preſent turn did either craftily conceal what they knew to be true, 
or otherwiſe aſſerted ſuch things to be true, which they believed 
were more advantageous, or however leſs prejudicial to the Cauſe 
they maintained? Or which of us have ever edtertained ſuch abject 
Thoughts concerning the Church, of, Chriſt, or the Chriſtian Faith; 
as to believe it neceſlary to conceal or diſguiſe any one Practice of 
the Church, or Article of our Faith, out of any dread of the Heu- 
thens, or leſt. our Religion might by the Gentiles be acconnted a 


diſhoneſt thing, and ſo become a Matter of Reproach to us? God . 


for bid we ſhould at this rate be aſhamed of the Goſpel, whereof nei- 
ther St. Paul, fin of the Orthodox Fathers, were at any time a- 
ſhamed ; who, in caſe they had been apprehenſite of anything from 
the Gentiles, in reference to themſelves, or the Chitin Doarine, 
namely, leſt the Goſpel ſhould with them fall under any Obloquy, 
would moſt certaialy. with equal Concern have concealed their Be. 
lief concerning the Holy Trinity, as that of the /rvocation of Saints, 
leſt, the one might be fallly charged with the fame Polytheiſm, as the 
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Obst of a too blind Affection towards his Mother the Church of Rome; 
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the Gone re e mi 8 — deraſton of: 
fered; made publick Profeſſior 3-024 one, 1 never once mentioned 
the other; ay farther, ſeeing vpon all Occaſions they gloried in 
the one, but when at any time the other was objected ta them they 
flatly and conſtantiy denied it; we muſt needs conceive, that 


Peron N a5 willed, when, leſt he ond 8 ver het Nakedneſs, 
He BETS it aſtiamed to agg die . athers, add Cathol 
M, Wien keck a Mark of Infamy..” +" 11 0099 vi 0wly ) *? 


e ed really, it my Opinion, fo has Peron in this Matter behaved 
bimſerf that he woutd rather have it believed, that the Ancient 
Corey ; corded wit the Gentiles, than that the Church of Rome 
iffered fam it kan ie — goo denied, but chat fuch ic now 
ie Worm ot rot bs, ots ti the Church of Nowe, as was 
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er for the Celibacy 'of "the 'Clers ind the Prohibition of ſome 
7 1 10 the e (namely, by che Monks 
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(31) 
the moſt they were their own Correctors, leſt in any thing contra- 
1 to thei? Tntehtions they might impoſe upon their Auditoties. 
Such may we account theſe Expreſſions of Naxianren, (hen rea- 
ſons concerning the Saints interceding for us) as 7 ſuppoſe, in m] 
Opinion, if theſe Expreſſions be not too daring,” in caſe they have am Fer- 
ception, and ſuch like. Now thoſe Authors who thus expreſs them- 
ſelyes, in reference to theſe Matters, concerning which they deliver 
themſelves with ſuch Caution and Diffidence, tis apparent that e- 
ven they themſelves have not abſoluteConfidence and full Aſyrance. 
And yet out of theſe fo inconſiderable Beginnings,” and upon theſe 
ſo ſandy and unſtable Foundations is raiſed that whole Structure of 
the Worſhip of Saints, Angels, and Images, which now amongſt 
Chriſtians we behold ſo ſplendidly,” and with ſuch Pomp, and even 
beyond the very Heathens Theatrically adorned ; ſucceeding Ages 
always adding ſomething of their own over and above What the 
Superſtition of their Anceſtors had deviſed, till by purſuing theſe hy- 
ways they have at length arrived at that infamous Apoſtacy,which the 
Apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. ch. 2 foretold ſhould one Day prevail in the Chri- 
ſtian Church; I ſay Apoſtacy in, not from the Church, becauſe the 
Apoſtle (as will be plain by comparing that Place to the Theſſ. with 


that of i Tim. ch. 4.) does intend not an abſolute and bare-fac'd Re- 


nunciation of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Faith, but a ſly treacherous 
Defection from the true Worſhip of the one God, and one Media- 
tor, under a counterfeit Diſguiſe of Humility and Devotion; whilſt 
that Honour which is only due to the Supreme God, and his Chriſt, 
is either entirely transferred upon Chriſtian Demons and Heroes, 
that is, upon Angels and Saints, or however they are made to par- 
ticipate of it. And this is that Spiritual Fornication\which the Holy 
Scriptures point out as the moſt notorious Badge whereby to know 
the Whore of Babylon; for notwithſtanding ſhe may acknowledge 
Chriſt for her Husband, yet foraſmuch as ſhe proſtitutes her ſelf to 
others, ſhe is an Adultereſs : Nay, though ſhe had proſtituted her 
ſelf to others, yet had ſhe not been an Adultereſs, in caſe ſhe had 
not acknowledged Chriſt for her Husband; for an Adultereſs ſhe is 
not, unleſs ſhe be both Wife and Whore, or ſuch a Whore as hath 
an Husband: And upon this ſelf ſame ſcore do the Prophets ſo fre- 
quently and fo ſeverely accuſe the Ancient Church of rae! of Adul- 
tery ; not becauſe they did not all worſhip the true God, but be- 


cauſe they adored others beſides, or together with him. 
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wa" 155 , and the ee Incrnſe, and are compared to the Morn- 


| to Godalane, Ae 
to beRegiſtred/amongſt Idolat ee. 223 
And ia very deed, were they by the Ancient Church eſteemed 
as Idglaters: for the Synod of Laodicea, (which the Rowamſts reckon 
Was velebrated before that of Nice) in the 35th Canon, W 
| 2 oſe 
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1 Son of God, and h hath's gone over ta Idolatry "An that 


is the very "one of this Canon, Theedorer (who Li near upon Co» 


flouriſhed in the on as of the Fifth Century), does 
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ca gabe ver yet Laſeoo ted, but that Angels do always behold 
1 ace of God; but whether or 50 the Souls of Fas Saints either 
5 nt. do, or dee 7 Na of all things affen 
joy the Forts 25. of the malF ancient Doctors aftheChur 
have 120 90 ly doubted, but haveafſirr 12 they ſhall ;  anjoh 
VER. (as Fhaye, Before: ald) 2 Tuſtin 285 0 No- 
manus, Lactant ius With many othets, are reckoned up 'by Sixtus Se- 
nenſis, in the 6th Book of his Biblioth. Sant, Whereupon, out of 
the Writings of any of theſe Fathers cannot any ſufficient Evidence 
be produced for the Invocation of. Saints, For fee the $12 9 Foun- 
dation upon which che Tnupcation of Saints is bottomed, is. their Ihty- - 
ition,- ar, heholding the Face of of 555 in eaven, o 18 oll! e 
that they Who denz the Saints ayen, mould al 1708 
they are to be lnvocated ? Whereto 2 in caſe any. thing of t 
Nature hel to Ws met With, in 115 of the Works of : 755 * of tes 
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. ix eridett that the Invocation of Saints in the Apes wherein 
' theſe Fathers lived, was neither received into the Faith nor Practice 


of the Church, ſeeing it is altogether incredible, that Perſons of ſuch 
Note and Eminence, and the very Prime Doctors of the Church, 
ſhould ever be of an Opinion ſo foreign, nay ſo downright contra- 
dictory to the Faith and Practice of the Church, or in caſe they had, 
„ , a or rg 
"Notwithſtanding all this, the Romanifts, ſuch is their Aſſurance, 
greedily catch at any thing which may but ſeem to countenance this 
their Hypotheſis, and can any way be wreſted either to defend or 
excuſe the vocation of Saints, not only from ſome of the Works of 
theſe ſame Fathers, but, what is more to be wonder d at, from the 
very Books of the Old Teſtament it ſelf; tho the Romanifts do them- 
yes affirm, that even till Chriſt deſcended into Hell, the Souls of all 
the Ancient Saints were excluded Heaven, and detained in I know 
not, whia gy Parry (Where they were altogether ignorant of what 
was tranſacted here on Earth.) Therefore, with what either Inte- 
grity to God-ward, or becoming Regard towards Men, or Con- 
Aftency 19 7 8 with themſelves, they can produce any Au- 
arities of this Nature, let them look to it. 17 


„ Tn the mean time, that thoſe who maintain the Frvocarien of Saints 


ſhould as you,moſt Learned Cid, tell us) confidently al- 


Dai edge, not onlyS.Chry/oftoms,Ferom,and other Authors of the 
| 22 SY Fourth Century, but even St. Auguſtine himſelf is no way 


ſtrange; ſeeing Bellarmine does not only produce the Te- 
. ©." © Nimogies of theſe and other Fathers of the Fourth Age, 
but even Trenens himſelf, and Dion ſius, (as by him he is called) the 


* 


Areopagitt, more ancient, as the Romani ſt. will have it, than Ventus, 


and coetaneous md the AER ml N N 

1 And on God's Name let him enjoy this his Diomyſius, 
od rene, but not the Areopagite, who in very deed was 3 
-ous with the Apoſtles, as being by St. Paul converted to the Faith; 
but that this Diem ſiu alledged by Bellarmine, to wit, the Author of 
thoſe Books of the Celeſtial Hierarchy, Myſtical Theology, &c. was 
not that Primitive Areoparite, is plain from Euſebius, and St. Jerom, 
who make no mention of this Diomſius, nor of any ſuch Books, tho? 
with the greateſt Accuracy they compoſed Catalogues of all thoſe 
Ancient Authors, which writ before, and were extant in their Ages. 


| "Nay farther, this "counterfeit Dion ſeus quotes Clemens the Philo ſa- 
hers (only, Clemens of Alexandria) who lived in the begining 
or the h 
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tird Century; he alſo treats of Churches, of Altars, Gui 
0 1 | Quire, 


Quire, of placing the Catechumens without the Doors of the Church, g 
and concerning many other ſuch like Matters, which were not in 
being while the Areopagite was alive ; yea, and he mentions Monks; 
and the very Romaniſts themſelves confeſs, that Paul and Anthony 
were the firſt of that Order, who lived after the Third Century was 
compleated. From all which it is abundantly evident, that this Di- 
onyſius was not the Areopagite;- and further, that (whoever he were) 
he lived after Euſebius and St. Ferom, and conſequently after the 
Concluſion of the Fourth Century. Upon which Conſiderations, 
even by the Romaniſts themſelves, namely, by Laurentius Erafrne 
Valla, Eraſmus, and Grocinus, this Dionyſius is ranged a- Iunot 1 
mongſt Apocryphal Authors. n 
As for what relates to frenexs, he indeed flouriſhed in 
the Second Century after Chriſt; but it is worth our ofIreneus. | 
while to conſider, what Belarmize with all his Toil has drawn out of 
him for the izvocation of Saints; to wit, That like as Eve was ſe- 
I duced that ſhe might fly from God, ſo Mary was perſuaded to o- 
© bey God, that the Virgin Mary might become the Advocate of 
« the Virgin Ee; to which Words of Irenens, Bellarmine ſubjoins, 
© What more evident? Yea rather, What more obſcure ? For how 
was it poſſible for Aary, after her Deceaſe, to be an Advocate for 
Eve, While ſhe was alive, ſeeing Eve was dead ſo many thoofand 
Years before Mary was born? Again, ſuppoſing Mary to have been 
Eve's Advocate, becauſe Mary brought forth that Bleſſed Seed of 
the Woman, which was firſt promiſed to Eve; who is there will al- 
low Bellarmine, that Eve ought therefore to Invocate Aary? For 
the Saints interceding for us, is no ground for us to pray to them. 
Moreover, Ireneus was one of thoſe Fathers who did not ſuppoſe the 
Saints were as yet received into Heaven, and therefore never enter- 
tained any ſuch Thoughts, as that any of the Saints did iatercede 
for us, and much leſs that they were to be Invocated by us. Laſtly, 
Feneus deſcribing his own Form of Prayer, Book 3. againſt He- 
reſies, ch. 6. I, ſays he, invoke thee, O Lord, the God of Abra- 
4 ham, the God of Iſaac, the God of Jacob, the Father of our Lord 
“ Jeſus Chriſt, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: No mention there, nor 
any where elſe by Ireneus, when he prays, is made of Mary, or of an 
other Saint, but as he directs his Petitions to God alone, ſo in like 
manner thro” Jeſus Chriſt alone. 
6f Pope Car. Belides this Frenews amo the Greeks,and he too but in 
Pope Cor. that one ſingle obſcure Place, and Pope Cornelius, (Who 


* was coetanous with St. Cyprian ) amongſt the _— 
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Bollurmiue quotes not one more ancient than the Fourth Century. 
Now thoſe which with him paſs for the Words of Pope Cornelius do 
indeed ſay, That the Apoſtles do intercede on our Behalf, but of 
our Invocating them, ſay nothing at all. But where theſe Words of 
Cornelius are to be met with, excepting in Bellarmine, l do not yet find. 
For when Bellarmine himſelf, p. 181. of his Eccleſiaſtical Writers, tells 
us, that only Four of Curneliuss Epiſtles are now extant, and theſe. 
too ure imperfect; Two whereof are amongſt St. Cyprian s Epiſtles, 
as being written to him; a Third in;Euſe&ats Hiſtory, lib. G. ch. 35. 
but the Fourth to Lupicinus (which he tells us is but ſhort )is in the firſt 
Tome of the Library of the Holy Fathers; the Three former of theſe 
witch Application I have peruſed, in none of which do I find theſe 
Words by Bellarmine alledged, nor any thing either in Sound or Senſe 
like to them; ſo that either they are no where to be met with, or in 
that ſhort Epiſtle to Lupicinut, which thing, whether it be ſo or o. 
therwiſe, I am not able to ſay, becauſe have I not that Book by me; 
altho' Bellarmine may ſeem not to intimate that Epiſtle, for he tells 
us, Cornelius has theſe Expreſſions in his firſt Epiſtle concerning the 
Tranſlation of the Bodies vf dh» Apoſt les, as tho there were more Epi- 
ſtles written by him on thatSubje&;'whichthing;how it can he co. 

nt with what in tis BSR of Erle /laftieal Writers che ſpeaks con- 
cerning Cornelius Works, for my ow ꝙꝓart do not perceive. But 
why does not Beltarmine quote St. Cyprian himſelf, which, as to that 
Par tieular he knew to be of the ſame Opinon with Cornelius, that the 
Saints departed did intercede for thoſe who are alive? name- 
ly, becauſe he had well conſidered with himſelf, that from 
St Cyprian it was very plain, that though the Saints departed: 
might intercede for us, yet were they not upon that Ac- 
count to be Invocated by us, but rather are they to be intreated- 
y us while they yet continue alive amongſt us, that in caſe; they 
ſhall depart hence before us, they would be mindful of us in that o- 
ther Life? For, Book 1. Ep.1. to Cornelius, We are, ſays St. Cyprian, 


" 


<<" mutually mindfulof one another on both Sides, always pray ing for 


« one another; -and Whetherſoever of us God of his gracious Good- 
_ "eſs hall vouchſafe to take hence before the other, let our Love 
continue with God; nor let our Prayers be wanting to our Mer- 
ce ciful Father, in Behalf of our Brethren and Siſters. But 
what need was there of i Premofiition, or Why did St. Cyprian 

jhage it neceſſary while ue was yet alive, by way of Anticipa- 
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riot to recommend himſelf d Cells Prayers after his Deceaſe, 
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in caſe he had been of Opinion, either that the Dead were to be In- 
: Yocgted „or could bear the Prayers of thoſe ho ſnould call upon 
them? Which thing ſeei > Bellarmine was well aware of, he rather 
choſe to make uſe of a leis appoſite and leſs authentick Teſtimony 
of Cornelius, than of an Evidence more pertinent and more indubi- 
table from St. Cyprian, for the Interceſſion of Saints. A 
And in very deed when theRomaniſts deal ingenuouſly, , the; Fa- 
*they confitie themſelves within the Limits of the Fourtù, 2 of the 
and the ſucteeding Ages. And even thoſe very Autlori - 9. 
| ties of the Fourth Age, on whichthey moſt of all rely, are not taken 
out of the Dogmatical or Doctrinal, nay nor yet from the Polemical, 
but the very moſt of them, eitherſfrom the Rhetorical or from the Po- 
etical Writings of the Fathers; namely, from the Works of St. Baſil, 
«Nyſſere,and Nag ianxen, as alſo from aulinus and Prudentiusz all which, 
- *tho' I eſteem Pious, Learned, and in their ſeveral ways Admirable 
Perſons, yet can I not other wiſe chooſe but lament, that thoſe ſo conſi- 
derable Perſons, and in every thing beſides ſo well deſerving of the 
Church of God, ſhould yet give occaſion to their Admirers and Fol- 
lowers of falling into fuch notorious Errors, whilſt indulging too far 
to their Rhetorical and Poetical Genius, they in their Panegyricks 
and Poetical Compoſitions, with leſs Circumſpection and leis Pro- 
priety ſometimes expreſs themſelves. The my rp do indeed la- 
Pod hard to draw other Perſons in this Century of great Authority 
over to their Party in this Argument, but tis againſt the grain, 
and by the Head and Shoulders they do it; namely, St. Athanaſius, 
Chryſoftome, and Cyrill, amongſt the Greeks; St. Hillary, Ambroſe , 
Jerom, and Auguſtine alſo amongſt the Latin. 
But in the firſt Place, that Authority out of Arhanaſius, , Atha- 
by Bellarmine alledged for the Invocation of the Bleſſed Vir- naſius. 
gin, is taken out of a certain Sermon concerning the moſt holy Mother 
of God, or upon the Aununciation: But Baronius, in the firſt Tome of 
his Annals, p. 48. ſect. 19, 20. does not only affirm, but prove this 
Sermon to be wrongfully imputed to St. At hanaſius. Moreover, Atha- 
naſius (as is well known) from Chriſt's being Invocated, proves him 
to be God ; but in his 3d Oration againſt the Aria, ſpeaking con- 
cerning the Bleſſed Virgin, he ſays, She is our Siſter, and therefore 
a created Being; but one Creature does not pay his Worſhip and 
Adoration to his Fellow-Creature. 4, - © 
55 17 . The Place which out of St. Chryſoſtom / Chryſoſtom. 


Bellarmime produceth, is drawn out of the 66th Homily to the dear, 
13" ; 


ſelk fame Fellarmine p. 162. of his Ecoleſiaſtical Writers, ſays, © That 
& jn the fifth Tome of St. Chryſoſtom's Works, almoſt all the Tracts 


| lere Quotations: He makes a ſnow ind 


L ful, committing what con 
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of Antioch : But with what Aſſurance can he do this? when the 


<« are genuine and undoubted, except the Homilies to the People of 
<« Antioch, amongſt which there are, ſays he, only in the Ancient Li- 
<< braries one and twenty win, +27 to be met with. Thus far Bel- 
larmine. Theſe Words therefore which he tranſcribes as the Words 
of St. Chry/oſtom, are, even himſelf _ Judge, of doubtful Autho- 
rity : But by Reaſon they plaiuly make for the /rvoratior of Saints, he 
thought it not 'amiſs to honour theſe ſpurious Brats with a Father of 
the faireſt Character, that he might the better impoſe upon his un- 


wary and injudicious Readers. 


But perhaps he produceth out of St. Chryſoſtom other and more 
cpa e as if he had ſome ſuch, 


t whether he really has or no, does not appear; for he only hints 


at, but does not tranſcribe them; which thing, without all perad- 


venture he would have done, in caſe that would have ſtood him in 
any ſtead. But Bellarmine full well underſtood, that in thoſe very 


Places, which he points us to, St. Chryſaſtom either was an Adverſa- 
ry to the Cauſe he maintains, or otherwiſe, ſaid not one Word 


which was pertinent to the Argument. 


1. For in the th Homily on St. Matthew, ( which is the firſt of 


thoſe Places he hints at) Chryſeſtem does indeed ſay, © That the Pray- | 
«ers of the Saints have the greateſt Efficacy. But what kind of Saints 


does St. Chryſeſtom there intend; whether ſuch as are yet alive, or 


thoſe departed ? Certainly thoſe who are alive, as is plain from 


the Context, yea, even as Bellarmine (in his Anſwer to the Argu- 


ments of his Adverſaries) does himſelf afterwards confeſs : So that 
in this Homily, there is nothing that will any. way advantage him, 
but ſomething there is which makes againſt him; for in that which 
follows, ©. God, ſays St. Chryſeſtom, will rather beſtow Grace upon 


. © our ſelves, than on others upon our Account; that we may both 


* enjoy the Benefit of our Aſſurance, and become more perfect, 
* whilſt we our ſelves labour to appeaſe God's Wrath; after this 


manner did he ſhew Mercy to the Canaanitiſo Woman; thus ſaved 
he her that was taken in Adultery; in like ſort the Thief; no 


Mediator or Advocate interpoſing. It follows indeed, And 
© theſe things do I ſpeak, not that we ſhould not beſeech the Saints, 
but that we ſhould not deſpond, neither faint and become ſloth- 
forts our ſelves ſolely to the Care _ o- 

| rs. 
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ef others; But here in this Place alſo,. like as before, he q underſtands 
thoſe zu dan oh RJ 7 to whole. 1285 and [nterceſſis Ins ſomg 
aſcribing uch, and Prog ing to too. 5 9579 1 ence in then,” either 
— h Sloth hfulneſs negle out o ſpondency through 
theConſcionſnel of their 88 0 did not 1 5 to petition God on their 
ownBehalf.He therefore exhorts them,that every one of them 1 71 in 
their own Nabe put 7525 1 72 Prayers. to God, after the Exampl 015 
Canaunitiſu Woman, hs and het T 110 ea i E 

(who. without the ren of. any Saint prayed 


tho they were the greateſt on ngſt Sinners, Jet, 9 God Re gn I 
mercifully to hear them) yet for all this, would he not have them ſet 


1885 by the Prayers of others on their Behalf, 8 w For though, lays he, 
2 4828 hears every 2 5 Pr Jer5-upo a their 920 accounts, ith 155 
© erCompla thale nhic e by. others in their 
* yet, adds he, the eee one in hich area of another are hot wihour 
5 **their Efficacy, ſo that, thoſe. Perſons bo jntercede with God for 
other Perſoas be themſelves pips and Nel to God. And Tat 
this, i is the true latent 20s 1 of this place will readily appear to 
any one who ſhall cogfult the Context. But however Matters are or- 
ered, neceſſary it is that by, Sint we muſt edher underſtand t 
aints 2 are A airs, otherwiſe thole which are in Heaven. 
1 75 . hat Fog e ſaid makes not; any thing either for br 
againſt, the lu 1 Ba 225 Pare departed this Life: If the lat⸗ 
ter, we muſt then of Neceſlity acknow ledge, that according to St. Cry. 
ſeſtom, the Prayers of a Penitent Sinner on his own Behalf are more ag 
2 than the Inte rceſſions of thoſe Saints who are themſelves in 
— than which A can. there more be ſaid againſt the Irvecarion 
22 more conglulive againſt the repoling any Confidence in their 
us ? And 15 18 molt certain, in many other Places St. C. 


3 
ſe Mom delivers himſelf to the very ſame Purpoſe, that he may prevail 
with penitent Sinners, and ſach as upon any account ſtand in need of 
God's Aſſiſtance, hom unworthy ſoever they may eſteem themſelyes, 


to make their Addreſſes to Chriſt directly, and of themſelves, with- 
nt all the unneceſſaty, Trouble of Iaterceſſors. _ 

But of the many that might be benen, [ ſhall only tranſcribe for 
you one Teſtimony, out of the Homily which concerns the Explicati- 
on of what relates to the Cant Woman: For in that Place, he 
Propoſes as an Example to. all others, that Woman who made her Ap- 
plication neither to che Apoltles gor by their Procurement to their 


but dhe hors 15 ediator, to Chriſt himſelf : 
. he 


Wes very; W aa , lays he, Mete lo very e and a 
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ar of the Law,took Courage to come uuto Chriſt. And 
a anker, t ray, the SapAci ty of this Woman, ſhe interteeds not to 
6 gt. James, the beſeeches not St. John, neither does ſhe addreſt her 
©Falf to 170 ft. Peter" tre pulſed bad whe whole Company; ayiug, ot 
44 48 tho ſhe had ſaid, **T have no need of a Mediator, but laying hold 
&* on my Repentance 45 my Advocate, I go directly to the Fountain it 
2 ery: ; for this 5 Cori * down 1K Heaven, Bla On 
di e upon him our Fle teven I m apply my feit to 
& him. m. Heaven the Cherubims tremble at his e and onFarth 
ec Woman taken in Adultery talks familiarly with him. And Win an 
Exhortationdrawn from this Example does he conclude. *Secing there- 
e fore, in Belo ved, that you perceive all things relating to Prayers, are 
© to be rmed according to the Pattern of the Canzanit i Woman, 
& * do. Moe call upon the Lord himſelf, for he is not a Marithatyow ſhou 
0 175 one determinate k face to ſecek him; God is always at 
4 80. 1 on have any thin ng, to fue for ar the Hands of au you 
4 muſt Not © whit he is.x'doing; Does he ſteep? Is he atLeiſure? The 
" 8 29 ee thee noAnſwer. But with God there is nothing of all 
© this; for Whereſt veer Jon go, if you call upon him he hears; neither 
3 ors « does 525 im. Wh ure, nor of - ron hag nor does any Servant deny 
ech ac Whats Foun e ſpoken With greater Fer- 
ene more. and 'w o ener cy, to demonſtrate that 
haye uo 11 2 delete 0 Apr * to God belides Chriſt? 
For whereas two chitgs are principally wont to be alledged, why we 
ſhould not 1 on ſelves directiy to God, but thro? the Mediation 
F the Saints; 0 e Is in reg of our ſelves, namely, by rea- 
we are defilet 400 Li 0 50 587 di 1 Iniq 775 and therefore are 
we unworthy to aye an y Commun cation ih God or Chriſt direct- 
y, and without d e ; the other is with reſpect to God, namely, 
20 allo wing it not agreeable or Court-like, that any Perſon here 
on. Earth ſhoul may ruſh into the Preſence of his Prince, withott 
being introduced. by ſe ns Fayourite, el leſs is it fo to prefent our 


* 


Petifioks to him in HeaYen,” who i; 3 gs, and Lord of Lords, 
without-the M on Snts and Alg i hore, are, as it were, his 
dw St. CH Chih hoſe Words by me 


Comes and Fayouri ) 

oduced). obviates both theſe 2 ces, Fer {6 quite ſu y erts 
them both, as if on ſet pu rpoſe he had Iabo Fae — poſe himſelf to 
his then; Reiß Superſtition, 95 to tear pp bot and Branch 
— out The In C 5 na of the gl x 39113, — AQ — 2 


The ahne lace"whlth out o Me ken 
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on St, Matthews thut having carefully once and again read over t 
Whole D 14 dee dee thing ak all An, way. 8 
un e 2 4 1! 

3. The third Quotation 22 e on 8 — 2 
in I meet with jult as much as in the former, that is. juſt — — at 
all. But perhaps thro" the miſtake of the Printer the 43d is put for the 
44th; for in that indeed it is ſad,. That the Miniſtry or Negoti 
. 
t ration e daints, he int the Inte ans e 
thoſe who are alive, as is molt evident from what 
precedes and — Words; 5 for he ſpeaks ning Lot's De- 


yerance from the DeſtruQion of Sodom, by virtue of, 17175 8 5 2 
— — Beſides, in caſe this had been ſpoken concerning terceflion 
of the Saints deparced, in behalf of thaſe who were the 1 185 
it had 3 proved that 92 on IS of at 5 
departed did imercede with God in our Behalf, Wa ae Were 
therefore to offer up our Prayers to them. na 
4. The fourth Authority is out of che 1ſt hea on Ep. 1. 
Theſſaloviens, where what — 01 Nes f. x 
ers, Which by the Eiving are, — nh | 7 Fray 
themſclyes and others, is agaia transfex nts: 
HARON in reg Haig to wit, 


bare 0 gr on. 
Ie nt 
ega en? 

7 thus indeed do the — argue. 5 l png ia the. abe. 
rſt Place, Becauſe God has commanded that thoſe who are 
alive ſhould mutually pray for one another, and has promiſed that he 
will hear ſuch Prayers; but whether or no the Saints who are depart- 
ed pray for thoſe who are alive, is not manifeſt from the Scriptures, 
neither is there any either the leaſt Command to be met with that we 
ſnould pray unto the Saints which are in Heaven, nor promiſe that 
our Prayers of this Nature will be acceptable either to God or the 
Saints, or any way ad vantageous to the Supplicant himſelf. Secondly, 
Becauſe every here in the Scriptures we have Examples of thoſe who 
are aliye prayiag for the Livin 12 as likewiſe. of ſuch who deſire the 


W of others in their Beha and. e ingage theſelyes to befor 


ers of the whole Church in St. Peter's Behal when he was 1 Priſon; 8 


| . 
on others the Charity of their Prayers; but there is not even the leaſt 
Foot: ſtep of any Exampſe either in theSeriptores, or in the Primitive 
Church, of Iavocating any dne of the departed Saints. Thirdly, Becauſe 
we are perfectly well affured, that the Fellow-Soldiers of our Chriſtian 
Warfare here on Earth, whenever, whether by word or writing, we 
deſire their Prayers upon our account to our common Father; do per- 
ceive and underſtand What it is we world have them to do for us; but 

vhether the Saints inen are in Heuven have any Knowledge of what 
we are doing here below, or heat Wkat We 8 is infinitel y 
more, can ſearch dut᷑ the obſcure Receſſes of our Hearts, ſo as they may 
- folly underſtand whether our Prayers proceed out of a deceitful or an 
unfeigned Heart, this no mortal either does, or without a ſpecial Reve- 
lation can underſtand. Fourthly and Laſtiy, We do not offer our Prayers 
to, or luvocate others it this Liſe to pray for us, bat we intreat them, 
that they, together with our Aves, would on our Behulf Invocate him 
Whs is alone to be Inröked' nor do we make it our Requeſt to them, 
that they would aſſume the Oſſice of a Mediator. on our Behalf, but 
that in Conjanction with us, they would thro' the common Mediator 
Jef it dreſs theniſ elves'to:God the Father. V4 0 amn a 
But the Saints which are in Heaven ure by the Romarifs prayed unto 


t 


- 


In acute Ufferent Strait fbr Ar a. Srounde Olf. 83. . 4 
440. erer offered po the Si i, tHat*tliro? «heyy dar 


_ '@ terceſſioh, it may be render d effefiual; and Belarmine in his ch. 20. 
of the Viefſed Sams, tells us, That the Saints, tho” at preſent they 
«ci geither for thetfiſelves nof others merit any thing, yet by virtue of 

«c are r have formerly fred, de che obtain what they petition 
© for, bot l üpot their own ani che account of pthers. Whereupon ſee- 
ing that e ellas the manner after which, 
we requeſt thoſe FHO Are alive to pruy for us, is ſo very much diſſe- 


ble and adva fageong, "Whilſt e latter is not only unproſitable, but 
alſb Unlaw ** 1 009 O07 10 1911290 v2 . Fenn 
But let us tetür 9 elf ohne True it is that in the Homily laſt 
quoted from F. +591. he wentior alſo che Pray ers of the Saints de- 
parted this Life” The Mv/cs and Smituel ſtood before me, c&c. But it 
is to be remarked, that he ſpeaks not concerning them as of ſuch who 
were deceaſed, but upon Suppoſition that they were yet alive, or ſpeak- 
ing ofthent as if they were een then preſent; for ſpeaking concerning 
Moſet, © RA 7s he te were eren flow here preſent, and if Sa- 
&* 37 ſtoõd en 
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ther Places of the Works of this Father, what by him is faid conceraing 
the Prayers of thoſe who are alive in behalf of the Living, tis cuſto- 
mary with the Keman/s to make uſe of it, as if it were ſpoken con- 
cerning the Saints which are in 0 concluding any thing from 

any thing, rather than they will deſert that Argument they have once 

uadertaken to maintain. $i 1 raves 
. The. laſt place out of St. chryſeſtom is for his Sermon upon the Mar- 
tyrs Javentiuuſ and Maximus; in which Sermon ſuſtaining 1 * of a 
2 riſt, he does indeed ſpe k mighty things concerning the Inter- 
ceſſion of theſe Martyrs with God, as alſo concerning te f veating 

their Anniverſaries z; but concerning the Invocation of them, or 
that they were to be Invocated, not on Syllable. Now we do not indeed 
deny, but that St, Chry/oſtom, and many other Fathers hoth of this and 
the preceding Century were of Opinion, both that the Saints were in 
Heaven, and that they likewiſe there interceded with God, ia behalt 
of the Church ſtill 'mjlitant here in Earth; but all this not w ithſtand- 
ing, that either St. Chry/offom did himſelf Inbecate the Saints, or per- 
ſuaded, taught, or approved of it, that others ſhould do ſo, is the very 


thing we deny, and what the Romaniſts, though they leave no Stone 


- 


1nturned, Will never be able to make out. 


©* Belides St. Athanſoru and Chryſoftors, Bellermine mentions f Cyril. 
St. 55% a5 a Patron of Saint -N LH But that Book. of I? s 
which he ſpecifies is of doubtful Credit, namely, his 2Hfagoric, 2 
chetiſm, which Heſcheliz4 or Felſerus (according to Poſſevin) ſays is to be 
AE with in the Library at Auberg, with this Title, Five Myſt agogical 
Catechetiſms of John Biſhop of Jeruſalem, Moreover, that Quotation by 
Bellarmine brought out of this Book, does not prove that the Saints are 
to be Invocated by us, but only that they intercede on our Behalf. 

.  Lafty, Thoſe Authorities which from Theodorer, Bellarmine produceth 
for the vocation of Saints, are taken out of his Hiſtory of the Fathers, 
and concerning the Remeaying the Diſpoſition of the Greeks, But the Author 
of the Hiſtory of the Fathers relates the Death of Simeon, and his Mira- 
cles after Death; but, according to Baro3#4, Theodorer died before Si- 
meon; Wherefore that Hiſtory was no Compoſuxe of his. The Books alſo 
concerning the Remeg, Dif. of the Greeks are of Joubtful Authority, be- 
cauſe Nicephorns, in his Catal, of Theodorer's Works, makes no mention of 
them; and by reaſon that manner of vocation of. the Saints, which in 
thoſe Books is allowed of, is quite oppoſite to thoſe Opinions of The- 
doret, which from his undoußbted Works I have above produced, a- 
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Tuus therefore do you perceiye with how Uttle Sincerity and what | 
Succeſs theſe Greek, Fathers are by the Romanifts employed in this 
Controverſy. Let us now take a view, whether or no they beliave 
themſelves with more Candor and Integrity towards the Latin Fathers. 
obſervation Bat firſt of all tis neceſſary we take notice, that ſome, and 
* thoſe too of the more ancient, as well amongſt the Greek 
as Latin Fathers, did neither acknowledge our Ic of the Saints, 
nor their Interceſſion for. us, becauſe they did not believe the Saints 
were as yet admitted into Heaven. And this diſcovers to us the Reaſon 
whytheWorſhipof Angels crept into the Church before that of Saints, 
namely, by reaſon it was always received as a Truth, even by thoſe 
who believed the Living had no Commerce with thoſe departed, nor 
thoſe departed any Perception or Knowledge of ſuch things as were 
tranſacted in this Life, that the Angels had the Cate and Adminiſtra- 
fendt humane Affairs committed to them by God. Setondly, *Tis to 
e obſerved, that others alſo of the Fathers, as well Greek as Latin, (of 
all which Origen was the firſt) believed that our Concerns were under 
the Care not 1 of the Angels, but likewiſe of the Saints who were 
departed this Life; yet did they not thence conclude, that either An- 
gels or Saints were to be Worſhipped or Invocated by us, tho? they 
| e with God on our Behalf. Thirdly, It is likewiſe to be 
obſerved, that amongſt theſe Fathers of this ſecond Rank or Order, 
there were ſome who believed the Saints Triumphant in Heaven had a 
very particular Concern for the whole collective Body of the Church 
Militant here in Earth, and interceded for her, as underſtanding that 
' ſhe groaned under the Preſfure of Perſecution, but yet without any 
Diſtinction or Cognizance of particular either Perſons or Affairs. And 
of this Opinion was St. Auzuſtine ;* For, ſays he, the Dead have the 
< ame Regard for the Living, tho they ate altogether ignorant of 
< what they do, as we who are alive have of the Dead, tho we be e- 
= qually n of what they do. Beſides theſe, others there are who 
delieved that the Souls of the Martyrs and Saints hovered about thoſe 
Places which were dedicated to their Memories, and both underſtood, 
regarded, and intereſted themſclves in the Concerns of the Living ; 
yea, and to the Prayers of thoſe Perſons who offered up their Petiti- 
ons at their Memoria, added thoſe of their own; and for this very 
reaſon were theſe Places where the Relicks of the Martyrs were depo- 
ſited thronged by ſuch whocame there to offer up theirDevotions. And 
this, of very Truth was the next Step to Invocation, and People were 
trained along from that to this by an eaſy und down - Hill Path. But yet 
ſome of the Fathers of this th Century, when they had even thus far 11 
| | | ceeded, 


Us) 
cerded, did notwithſtanding ſtop here, for tho? they were really of 
Opinion that the Saiats did not anly, pray for them, but to their Peti- 
tions added thoſe of their own, yet neither did they themſelves Ixuo- 
cate the Saints, nor eſteem it la 1 for others ſo to do; no nor even 
the very Angels themſelves, though they were much better aſſured 
that the Angels, rat her than the Saints, were preſent with them, and that 
they underſtood and had regard to the Affairs of Mankind. 
Amongſt theſe were St. Ambroſe and St. Hicrom, who by 9ftheLatin 
Bellarmine are produced as Evidences for the Invocation of — — : of 
Saints; for St. Hilary ſeems to have been of the fame Opi- * 
nion with St. Auguſtine. And his Evidence inſiſted on by Bellarmine, 
befides that it ſpeaks only concerning Angels, makes nothing at all for 
our Invocation of Angels, though he ſays that our Infirmity ſtands in 
need of their Interceſſion. But, as before I have _ ſaid, tho the An- 
gels and Saints do intercede for us, yet that we ſhould therefore lpvoke 
is no concluſive Argument. But there is another Flace out of St. 

Hilary, (which Bellarmine rather choſe to hint at than produce) namely, 
out of his Enarrations upon Pſalm.1 2.4, in which place St. Hilary does 
indeed ſay, that by the Aount ans about Jeruſalem are meant Angels, and 
adds, that in them there is no-ingoghiderable Protection ; as hkewiſe 
alſo in the Apoſtles, Patriarchs, and Prophets, or rather (as Mater 
Self Correction he there ſpeako) in the Angels. But be does not ſay, 
that either the Patriarchs, ot che Prophets, or the Apoſtles, or the 
Angels are to belavocated : Nay, in caſe he had ſo fad, he had not, k 
according to the Romaniſts themſelves, ſpoken what was Truth; For f 
as to the Apoſtles, they were not Jet born, and. the Souls of the Pa- 

triarchs and Prophets were in the&ipyo,of the Fathers; in which place 

neither were they in a capacity/to.afiord others any Aſliſtance, neither 

onght they to be by others Invocnted. But why does not, Bellar mine 
ſubjoin what in that very Place of St. Hilary does follow, Ihe Pro- 
<« tection of the Angels is indeed much to be prized, but much better 
« is that of the Lord, who in che Conc luſion of the Soſpel has gald ys, 
r Warld. For, TayySti Hifarys 
© he is at hand, and whenever he is faithfully called upon according 
to his Divine Nature is preſent with,us. | From which Words it is, 
in the firſt Place proved, that Chriſt is God, becauſe wherever he is 
called upon, there, according to his Nature, he is preſent. Secondly, 
Becauſe that Perſon ought alone to be Infocated, which, whexeſoe ver 
heis Invdeated, can accordingito his Nature be there pr ini 
As to hat relates to St. Aunbreſe, it cannot be denied, Ambroſe, 
but in that Book concerning Widows, he writes in this manger, Pd 
Kt 4 Angels 


— 
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Angels and Martyrs, Which are aſſigned us as our Guardians; and 

& who (as in that place it follows )' can intercede for our Sins, are to 

«he prayed unto, as thoſe Who in their own Blood have; in caſe they 

« had any, waſhed away their own Guilts. But here Tdeſire Bellarmine 

would ſatisy me, in the firſtplace,whether or no with S. Ambroſe he does 

himſelf ſtand in doubt of the Martyrs having any Sins? And in the next 

place, whether with St. Sbroſe he ares affirm, that the Martyrs have 

"waſhed away their own Guilts by their own Blood-ſhed ?: Now in 

caſe through Incogitancy, or out of too great a Veneration toward the 

Martyrs, St. Ambroſe might in one part of this Sentence a little trip, 
5 | why not in the other part alſo? Nay, why not in both? Aud really, 
| =” ſo great a Deference do I pay to St. Amnbroſe) that I am verily per- 
ſugded, that in caſe he (like as St. Auguſtine) had written Retractations, 

he would; in the very firſt place, have fixed a Note of Ignominy upon 
this Sentence, and quite expunged it out of his Writings; and indeed it 
is credible he has'implicitly;and (as we ſay) in his Inclination done this, 
ſeeing in the firſt Book of his Offices, he thus delivers himſelf, © Some 
people are themſel ves inſtructed e they inſtruct others, and re- 
te ceive that from their Inſtructors, which they again deliver to oth ers; 

« which thing fell not to my Portion; who being hurried from the Bar 
tc and Magiſtracy to the Mitre, I immediately fell upon inſtructing you 
in thoſe things which I m {elf had not learned. For ſo it fel} out, 

© that 1 became an Inſtructor, before I was my ſelf a Scholar, cc. 
Which to me ſeems an ingenuous Confeſſion of a Perſon, who either 
acknowledges that he has, or otherwiſe is apprehenſive leaſt in ſome 
things he may have erred ;;/ eſpecially" in ſuch things as he taught or 
writ: whilſt as yet he was but a Novice in Chriſtianity, for his Baptiſm 
and Conſecration immediately ſucceeded one another; nay he was a 
Biſhop, however in-Deſignation;” before he was a Chriſtian, as being 
baptized betwixt his Election and Conſecration. Now this Book of his 
concerning Widows, ſeems to have been the firſt, and conſequently 
the moſt" undigeſted Product of his earlieſt Exercitations in Divinity. 
For in the Year ciext-enfuing his Conſecration, (as Tom. 4. p. 324,327. 
Bayronins from St. Amroſes dn Words proves) he compoſed his 
Commentaries upon St. Late; out of which Commentaries alſo Relar- 
mine either really has, or other wiſe per ſuades himſelf that he has ſome 
thing, tho of no great moment, which makes for the /nvocation of 
Saint). No in theſe Commentaries he takes Notice of his Book con- 
Ccerning Widows, as of a Trat formerly writ; namely, in his very En- 
Tragce upon his Epiſcopal and Chriſtiad Charge; whence it is that 
St. Hugnſtine tells us, is . re- 
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relating te the Oberer even while he was ſcarcely initiated inChr?. 
ſtianity. And truly it is het much to be wondred at, that what tie 
writ before he was well-Catechiſed in Chriſtianity, ſhould not altoge- 
ther reliſn of the Dectrines of it, or however that he ſhould not 
throughly and in every particular ſo write, as became a well- grounded 
Chriſtian and experienced Divine. 
Upon which Conſideration ĩt is but juſt that we ſhould allow, at leaſt 
in what relates to this Author, his ſecond Thoughts: to be the beſt, and 
rather collect and make an Eſtimate from his later than from his car- 
lier Writings, what was his Opinion concerning auy Matter in Con- 
troverſy. Which thing, in caſe Bellarmine, tho but out of Deference 
and Reſpect to St. Ambroſe, will allow of them, all is well again. For 
the very ſame St. Ambroſe now growing into Vears, and better skilled, 
and more experienced in Matters relating to Theology, in that Ora- 
tion which he compoſed upon the Death of Theo deſtus tho Emperor, 
and delivered ia the Preſence of his Son Honorius, amongſt other things 
excellently well by him delivered, addreſſeth to God on this wiſe, 
© Taou, O Lord, art only to be Invoked, thou alone art to be ſought to, 
< that thou wouk vouchſafeto place him (that ĩs, Theodoſius) amongſt 
thy Sons. Behold here a moſt Emphatical Recantation'! He does not 
now tell us, the Angels are to be ſued unto, the Martyrs are to be 
invoked; hüt Thou, O Lord, fays-he; art to be Invoked, and not on- 
ly more eſpecially, and in the firſt place before, tho' together with 
others, but Thou, O Lord, alone art to be Invoked, that is to ſay, ex- 
cluding all others as well Angels as Martyrs. And from this finiſhed 
and undifputed Trac of St. Ambroſe's; are we ( in caſe we be not too 
fevere him) to collect what was his real and genuine Opinion 
concerning the Tnvocarior'of Saint. 
Let us therefore proceed to St. Hierom, which amongſt of S.Jerom. 
the Fathers of the Fourth Century, is the next Evidence Bellarmine cites 
for the Invocation of Saints; but all that out of him he is able to pro- 
duce, is only one ſhort Sentence, and that too delivered by St. Jerom by 
way of a Rhetorical Apoſtrophe. For in his Epitaph upon Paula, wri- 
ing in a Poetical ſtrain, Paula, ſays he, adien, and aſſiſt with thy Pray- 
ers the extreme old Ave of him mho i thy Votary. Which Expreſſion, that 
it is not by St. Jerom ſo delivered, as that he was of Opinion Pauls 
heard him, is apparent from St. Ferow's own Words, in his Epi- 
taph upon Nepotian; in which Epitaph he clearly expreſſeth himſelf 
after what manner he would be underſtood in that other Epitaph on 
Taudd. * For (fays hey whatever 1 ſhall ſpesk, becauſe he (that is, Ne- 
* poriam) does not hear; he * — And afterwards, * Since 
f „ne 
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*. we cannot converſe with him, let us never for beax to ſpeak of him. 
From which Ex preſſion it ſeems to me next to Demonſtration, that 
tho in that place (by Bellarmine produced) St. Ferom may ſeem to ſpeak 
t Paula, as though ſhe were preſent, and heard what he ſaid, yet this 
he did only after a Poetical manner, (for an Epitaph is a Poetical Sub- 
ject) and not that he was of Opinion, that when he either ſpoke; con- 
cerning, ot to Pauli, ſhe did really hear him; Wherefore, as it had 
been ridieulous in St. Jeram, after a ſerious manner, to commune with 
a Perſan who did not hear him, in like manner it had been much more 
ſo, ſerionſly and in earneſt. to Invocate her, who could not hear 
his Petitions, For tho? it does not follow, that becauſe the Saints hear 
us (ſuppoſing. it true they do ſo) that therefore they are to be lnvoked ; 
yet can there not be a more irrefragable Conſequence, than that be- 
cauſe the Saints do not hear us, therefore are they not to be Invoked. 
And certainly, in caſe St. Jerom had given bis Sulf 


rage for the Invoca- 
zion of Saints, he had in thoſe, Tracts which he writ againſt YVigilantins 

openly and plainly diſcovered it. For ſeeing there are Three things 

5 which Vigilantius moſt eſpecially Montamss «ob ot 7 © 
iſt, That the Martyrs;or Saints departed are not to be Adored.  -- 

:24ly, That none who; are Departed do igtercede for the Living, 

-d 3dly, That the Souls of the Saints and Martyrs are not preſent, at 

the Places af their Interment, neither do they act as Advocates 


110 in Behalf of the Living. I 7 Ofnz 0-18 e 190875 BL 1 
Concerning the two laſt of theſe, St. Jeram with Zeal and much 
Warmth diſputes againſt Yigilantins , hut W the firſt of them 
maigtains no Contraverſy; tar even he him{elt denies, that the Souls of 
dhe Martys$.and Sajats are to be Adored. And in caſe by Adbration he 
had not meant Invocation, aſſuredly he would not have omitted this ſo 
an Occaſion of diſtinguiſhing betwixt the Invocation and Ado- 
ration of the Saints, by aſſerting this latter of them to have been al- 
lowable, hut the former unlaw ful; but neither in that place, nor any 
where elſe has he in any wiſe done this, and yet without all diſpute he 
would have done it in cafe; he had approved of the Invocation, of Saints, 
And much morewould he have, donę this, ſuppoling it as a Doctrine to 
have obtained in the Church of chat Age, or been publickly or com- 
monly practiſed. And this, as 1 well remember, is the very thing 
— 7 my A . | ayers when 1 1 that the 
eds of this Idolatrous Superſtition were ſown, and began to hog 
bp evendn the timez of St. vdugafine;, yer after ſuch fort did Lallow, bt 
his, :45 neyertheleſs ig the mean time I deni. Wee was 
bjgglelf Fei ee arc, pbis Erf., or that any Tuch Forms © Iva 
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ene, duringefiti Hugaſt:'strmetommontyentettainedFaridpublick- 
1x ene Chbnen q inthe poſitive DehialoEwhichwergiobing 

ill perſiſt s yd heit e ei dai zn 259 10 Sno vino 242 
Aud as to what relates to 8. Auguſt ine himſelf, you your ſelf are plea- 
ſed to acknowledge, that I haye:ſufficiently and folidly provec that 


you 
Ines 


4 Ve 
Frtom of ov Caf Tome, tell us, that Work is none of 804. 


7 of a fever; for in the Sixth Chapter he ſays, The Angels have 
not only a Rnowledge, but a Præſcience of all things: This argues 


DO agſt thoſe, concerning which he ſays, he can pro- 1 / 


punce, nothing with Certainty, ſeeing neither Poſſidins nor 

N the Works of St. Auguſtine, make any mention of it. 
2, Tothis ig your Catalogue ſucceeds the Book concerning the Spi- 
rit and the Saul, no way unlike the former: For that it is none of St. 
Auguſtine's is ſufficiently plain, becauſe in the 37th Chap. Boetius is 
noted, Who was brought-iato; the World a conſiderable time after 
11 Auguſtine 5 upon which, and alſo other accounts, it is rejected by 
70 2 Thomas Aquinas, Martin Delrio, Beſtar mine, and others o 
eee ft To Sole offs eh Dil ma» ans 
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& 9 Thus far Eraſmus. And Bellarmine reckons this / bi Book 
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5 The f third place not i follows ont of the Book concerning 
tifnig appinit the: . . 
Work, that place is indeed to be met with, and I am df Opinion it 
the only one of that Nature, which is alſo quoted by Bellarmine, 
not to prove that the Saints are to be Iavocated by us; (for in th 
place there is noiſuch thing) but that they invoke' God on our Behlf, 
that is, in general, far all. the Members of the Charch Mi tant, wh 
above I have acknoy to have been the Opinion of St. Arpnſtine, 

4. The fourth Quotation is out of the Book of Queſtions up EA 
ods; and (not in the x1 $th. according to your account) but in truth 
in the rodth Queſtion of that Book it is ſaid; © That God is render'd 
“ propitious to us, by the Interceſſions of the Saints. But we are not 
now a diſputing, whether or no the Saints pray for us, but whether 
they are to be Prayed unto, of Invocated by us.; neither (as I have 
mort than unce ſaid) allowing the former, wid the latter foo . 
Tue ſame nſwer is to be returned to (what in the fifth place 
you take Notice of) St-.Augaſtire's Egarrations on Palm 85. and 88, 
in which places ſomething there is concerning the Prayers of the Saints 
on dur Behalf, but for our Invocation of them, not any thing at all. 
6. The ſixth Teſtimony is ont of the Sermon od the. Feſtival of St. 
Scepber;, hut L cd wiſh yen ern 


iy 


2 Prayers; for now he is much more effectually heafd, in 
« worſhip him) who Was ten o. Well accepted in the behalf of t 


it is not at all needful we ſhould concert? our ſelves about what is, or 

is not expreſſed init. I. have Mfewiſe read over the fix" remain 
_ Sermonsvonithar Feſtival, but And nochiag any way like this in àr 
one * them. Indeed towards the cloſe of the { *'C'Whit 
«tl Tx S = : 


Oe 


ide frſt to e is prekted) 1 gig vu * 
t is) the true St: m thus Uta ug towards a:Caticlu 1 
ing, not like that counterfeit 's., affine, We recommend gur ſetves 
to the Prayers; but Let us follow ge St. Sr help Tet us 
« imitate our Feſlow-Servant, let vs copy after all y Martyrs 
They were Men, they were our Noor ou Rowe ths. 
gether unlike is this to that other manner nfl 1 80 the 
Martyrs, in how different a Method di we ad Ron yes to 
with that Regard which is due to them Like 70 thi isi what by th 
fourth Sermon, upon the fame Feſtival, (which has Ho the 7 0 
of i its being |” affixed to it Y he ſperks concerning Ch 
* he'prays for, and in us, and is N unto or? "For, 555 | 
+ our Prieſt he pray? for ns, „ as our 7 pred 77 5 
is prayed unto Hi which 9 as + ; 
he intimates a more than aer Difference * U 55 
other, whether Saints or W For the Angel i 
likewife may the Saints; but in us they cannov FT | 
Angels or Saints to be prayed unto by us. for © Chri 
us, becauſe he alone is the only Mediator,ſo Chriſt alone, it | 
ther,and'Holy'Spirit,is prayed unto by us, becaufe he on? Is 
Jula the ſeventh place à Sermon preactied on the Feſtival of SH per 
auch St. um comes under Contfideration. But whether the Firft 8080 
Third, Fourth, er Fifth'(for n there are, beſides that OE 
the Day before upon tlie View n per determineth ft. Bot! 
believe yon intend either ths 155 the Fourth of thee, decade in 


the reſt there is nothing that relates to the Worſhip or Adorno of | 


Saints." Now the feſt 6 of theſe is 8 by, Bills Bella . a8 aH Ex 

dence of the Religious Worſhip o "tlie Saints, ang W moſt'de- 
ſervedly ; for there in mot e iet Words it is faid, That now the 

« whole Multitude of Gentile Believers) on their denden Knees adore 

<< the moſt bleſſed St. Perer the Fiſherman, thro" Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

So that according to this St. - Hepſtinecthe Saints are not only to be ha 

in Honour and'Reverence, we likewiſe ackndwledge ge > Nay, 

nor yet, what we * are 2 only to be Invocated; but to 

red alſo, w Hieb did not imagine the Roman iſtithemſelt ves uc e ale, 

lowed ofʒtho to ſpedk thetruth, that kind of Iwicarivn of Saints for which: 


they ſoearneſtly contend, is one kind of Worſhip or Adoration, which | 


they dare not challenge as due to the Saints. tor they are not igno- 
rant of that Paſſage of St. Ferow N Vigdantiay,: do got fay we. 
wotſhip*and atlore the Relicks of the Martyrs, lo nor even the Sun 


2 Moody neither Angels, nor Arch-Angels, nor 4 — 
Seraphim, 


4 Sera jad 89 and cx Tome e preſent A ge, and 
* that” do oſt we Creature rather than the 

Creator. "And ne * 2 Lat en Ts adoxed- Nie Martyrs? 
. 'Who has accounted « of Man as God ? ood there! e may it do 
N with his St. _ Anguſtine, who ch that Man 11 to be 
adored; nay who; has not ordained St. Peter a Mediator betwixt us and 


Chriſt, ut Chriſt, Mediator, twixt us and 55 7 39 he does 
1 ay 11. ulti 1 5 OE 


- 155 cn he War 1 2 Rl we are ſaid to believe » or on Chriſt 


and. or er 
1 


e 5 ane 0 n 
es, n 15 From: und St, 


AL 5 0 . age 4.2 but the Angel 
* Fithdrawing him fem himſelf, and PLAN l im to God, charges 

Rim, See thou do it nat, hut worſhip him, for — am thy Fellow Ser- 

9 of PE. Brethren. . Therefore, according to the true St. Au-: 
ir F ohe e 515 ether de be Saint or Angel, 

berefore this An Sermon uf St. Peter and 

, ke $5 Khich thing Eraſuus and thoſe of 

ODIET for neithe r in Era m#s'S Edition isthe Cha- 
5 , nor in the Editing: of Leue is St. Auen 3 


refixed to it. 
n EE ofthe fame Defea, the Lame thing; moſt be ſaid. 
of mon; WN N erceire what laconveniency it 
would bring upon us, ſuppoſin 18 allow it to be genuine. 
For there. being but two Paſlages which out of that Sermon ei- 
ther are, orcan be produced; one whereof. is, Now in the Ce- 
2 Jebration of the Memori e oft the d re falls dowa 
| Wo: 70 8875 the other, Let us theref ore R 7110 pee the Heads 
of our Flock, if wedefire to enter into the Sheepfo Kate h nes 
Frog neither of theſe Places is the rye r Seis proved P 
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- Ference is one — bot Invocation another; ſo like wiſe, tis one 
thing to fall on our » While we attend at the Solemnities of the 
Martyrs, and a quite different to adore the Martyrs themſelves; For 
it may by fix. hundred Teſtimonies of St. A. ꝶuſtine, and others of the 
Fathers; be made appear that the Ancients, when they made their 
Devotions at ſuch Places where the Memories of the Martyrs were 
celebrated, did not Invocate the Martyrs themſelves, but God. And 
leſt any of the Gentiles, or ir Novice among the Chriſtians;:not yet 
ſufficiently and perfectiy inſtructed, might conjecture that the Chri- 
ſtians either worſhipped the Martyrs, becauſe they Adored God when 
they aſſembled at their Memories; or that they Tavoked them, becauſe 
during the Celebration of the Holy Myſteries and Prayers their Names 
were recited; They ate indeed, ſays St. Auguſtine, commemorated, 
but not Invoked. City of God, B. 22. ch. io. What more expreſs ? What 
more full, or of greater Authority, to give a Definitive Sentence in 
this Controverſy, in caſe either from Words, or by the Authority of 
St. Auguſtine, this matter is to be decided ? But let. us take what {till 
remains under Conſider ation. 
9. The next Placs you take notice of, is out of the City ef Cad, B. 223 
ch. 29. I ſuppoſe. you intended ch. g. for in ch. 29. neither is there any 
thing either for or againſt the Hrvocation of Saints, But in the 9th ch. 
ſome thing there is concerning ſuch things which are ſaid to beperfor= 
med by the Martyrs upon our account; hut whether theſe things be 
performed thro their Prayers and Interceſſions only, or by their 
Power alſo and Operation, is left as a matter uadetermined; but con- 


. 


_ cerning Invocation, he ſays nothing at all.. 
10. Neither yet in his 2d Book againſt Fuuſtus the Aanichaan, in 
which Book there are only 6 Chap. which1 have read quite thro”; but 
you have mentioned the 21ch.But in the 21ch.of the 21B. rr 
(which is the laſt Authority out of St. Auguſtine you inſiſt on) it is d, 
„That the Martyrs are worſhipped by us, but with that Worſhip. ß 
* Charity and Communion, wherewith the holy Men of God, even in 
this Life. are worſhipped;; which, as cn Man will ſay is the 
Worſnip of Invocation, concerning which thing alone is our preſent 
Diſquiſition. 1 1 N 5 Iba 2077 7 191 mn 
And thus (my dear Ulitius) to all thoſe Evidences which by you, 
per ſonating a Romauiſt, are produced out of St. A. guſtine, to counte- 
nance the Invocation of a Oh in my poor Opinion given ſatis- 
factory, Anſwers, But becauſe St. e s not only to be vindira- 
ted againſt theſe, but likewiſe agaialt all other Objections, which ot 


of him are wont to be producgd, even agalaſt. Aimſelb z ad becauſe | 
4 | | Bellar min- 
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2 Zell aryine feems to confeſt, that all thoſd Places which from St. A 

Auſtire are by. you inſiſted on, are not ſo pertinent, or how ever lefs 
ellfectual, inaſmuch as he himſelf takes no Notice of anh one of then, 

let us ſee whether theſe Authorities, which from the ſame gt. Auguſtine, 
tho notoutofthe ſame Places, Bellarmine himſelfdoes produce, be indeed 
more pertinent, and more concluſive. Now the two former Quotations 
{for there are only three of them) come not properly into this Diſpute. 

I. for of the firft of theſe Authorities (which is taken out of the 84. 

Tratt upon St. Fobn ) theſe are the Words, Therefore becauſe 

do not at the very Table after ſuch ſort eommemorate them (that 

„is, the Martyrs) like as we do others who reſt in Peace, that we 
ſhould alſo pray for them, but rather that they fnould pray 

for us. Where in the firſt- place we * by the by to take no- 

tice that thoſe who were departed, for whom the Chureh of 
that Age prayed, did reſt in Peace; and therefore Prayers for the 

Dead, according to the Ancient Church, did neither grant, nor 

ſuppoſe a Purgatory. And in the next Place, as to what relates to the 
Words themſelves, whatever may be collected from it, does all of it 
relate to the Inter ceſſion of the Saints on our behalf, not to ohr lavoca- 
tion of them. For what in this Place he expreſſeth by (V Commemo- 
rue) is the very ſelf ſume thing with that which elſewhere he ſays, 

( We make mention of their Name 3) cherefore as the Expreſſion, (We 
male mention of their Name.) in that other place, fo (We Commemorate) 
in this, ought to be contradiſtinguiſhed from (We Invocate.) © 
. To Bellarmines ſecond Teſtimony from St. Auguſtine, the ſame 
Anſwer is to be returned; that in theſe Words, namely, (*Tis diſho- 
nourable to pray for a Martyr; to whoſe Prayers we ovght to be re- 

commended? St. Auguſtine ſpeaks not of our Invocating the Martyrs, 
but only of their igterceding for unn. 

3. But the third place which out of St, Auguſtine follows in Bellar- 
mine, it we conſider it barely by it ſelf, and apart from the Context, 
isof that ſort, that it may eaſily impoſe upon any unwary and incon- 
ſidlerats Reader, ſo as to Induce him to ret of another 

Opinion, than in truth he is. Now the Words, as Felarmine recites 
them, ee do not underſtand what Advantage it can be to 

* the Dead to have a Place for the Interment of their Bodies provi- 

dad for them near to thoſe where the Memories of the Saints are ce- 
<Jebrated,' unleſs it be this, that while thoſe who are alive conſider 

with themſelves where the Bodies of ſuch Per ſohs who have been 

Aear to them are dept eg, they ey recommend them to the ſame 
Sans as Patron 10 Ude ssübe r them, and by their literceſſions 


* — 
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here the Bodies of ſuch as have been dear to them are depaſited, 


| ing from many other Paſſages very 
alſo 


1 


4 allt them with God. Theſe Wordsare, Lay; quoted by Adler 


from St. Auguſtine's Book concerning the place we are ta employ about 


the Dead, which Words, that I may not conceal. what iöally true, 


did at the firſt bluſh a little ſtartle me, but (not being a perfect Stran- 


er to what Credit was to be given to a leſuite) I immediately con- 
folted the Book it ſelf, and read over the whole Paſſage, and indeed 

the entire n And in the firſt Place I obſerve, that 
what by Bellar mine is joined together, St. Auguſtine has dis jointed. 
For when, in what precedes thoſe Words, St. Aaguſtins had delivered 
his Opinion concerning the Cauſe and Reaſon of Sepulture,he:ſubjains, 
„Which thing, in caſe it be true, then indeed to have a place of In- 
© terment provided near the Monuments of the Saints, is an Thdica- 
* tion of Kindneſs and Regard to the Funerals of theiv deceaſed - 
„% Friends ; for in caſe it be commendable. to ſee them interrd, 
(eit cannot poſlibly be leſs ſo, when we are curious abaut the: Place 

e of their Interment/But tho? ſuch kind of Conſolatious may by ſdught 
“after with reſpect to the Living, that hereby they may manifeſt their 


good Will towards their Friends or Relations, I do not perceive 


what Advantages do thereby accrue to the Parties: Ueceaſed. 
Then after a Colon, or half Period, it folluws, “ Umleſtit te upon 
ce this account, that while thoſe who are alive coaſter withthemel ve 


vey 
6 they may recommend them to the ſame Saints as: to: P 


(e to undertake for them, | and by their Interceſſions aſſiſt them With 
46. And this in very deed is the entire place as it les in St. Ag 


ſtine's own Works, which differs from that of Bellarmins in this par- 
ticular, that the Interment of the dead near to the Hlatas here the 
Memories of the Saints are celebrated, is ſuid, in expreſꝭ Words, to 
relate more to the Conſolation of the Living, than tothe Benefit of 


the Dead; but as the Period is repeated by Be!larmine, it is the Bene- 
it of the deceaſed Party which ſeems alone to be ſought-after, from 


ſuch a manner of Interment.: And of a very truth great wat the Bene- 
fit which by ſome Perſons of thoſe Ages was from hence hoped for in 
Behalf of the Dead, as if indeed the Martyrs had a greaterRegard un- 


to ſuch Who were interred neut their Relicks, not only in that it was 


believed that they afforded à propitious Ear to ſuch Prayers as were 
offered at their Memories; but that together with thoſe who prayed 
in behalf of the Deadpthey alſo 1 But ſee- 
e in his other Warks, as 
in ſeveral Places of this very Book; it is moſt apparent that 

St. Auguſtine was 'not'of „ e muſt either W 


| {& © * 
that St. A. guſtine within the compaſs of a very few Pages of the ſame 
Book, did moſt palpably contrad ict himſef, or otherwiſe that St. Au- 

guſtins intended theſe Words in a Senſe quite differing from what Bei- 

/armine would fix upon them. And I cannot otherwiſe chooſe but ſu- 

ſpe, that Bellarmine was conſcious to himſelf that he had perverted 

theſe Words from that genuine Senſe wherein St. Auguſtine had deli- 
vered them; otherwiſe in this place alſo; he had moſt certainly cried 
out, What more evident? as above he had done, with reference to 
that obſcure place of | /renexs. Bellammine therefore was not ignorant, 
that the Senſe of theſe Words was quite different from what the Sound 
of them ſeemed to carry with it; but he flatter'd himſelf, that the leſs 
conſiderate Readers, and ſuch eſpecially who did not conſult the Au- 
thor himſelf, would ſo apprehend them, as at the firſt hearing of them 
they ſeemed to import. For hoſoever ſhall. with Application read 
over that whole Book concerning the Care we are ta imploy about the 

Dead: (cout of which-theſe: Words are taken) will clearly perceive, 

that St. Auguſt ine was the fartheſt imaginable from that Opinion, which 

from theſe Words, neither recited with Integrity, nor vader ſtood 
without Prejudice, Bellarmins labhours to faſten upon them..,, - 

1:04 To the place it ſelf therefore do I make Anſwer. . Firſt, That 

St. Ag ſeems ta deliver thoſe Words not as they contain his own, 

Hur the Sentiments of other Perſana z becauſe he himſelf both elſe- 

; { asdikewiſe' in this very Bock, oftner than once affirms, that 
thoſe hi ati departed; have neither any particular Regard for, nor 

Knowledge ef the Concerns of. this Life; but becauſe he underſtood 
that dt. Jm, and other Perſans of conſiderable Note and Eminency, 
mere of another Opinion, therefore hen in the former part of this 

Period he had, agreea hl to his on judgment, told us, that he could 

not perde ive hat Advantage it was to the Parties deceaſed, to have 

the: Place of their Interment near the Memories of the Martyrs, 
whbat follows mas by: him ſubjoined according, to other Mens 

Opinions ; and that not by way of affitming any thing, but as of one 

thatidlonbts, or that ſoppoſeth, and as it were concedes to ſomething, 

in complaiſance ta ot herz. Fon he who ſays he perceiyes not what Ad- 
vantags it is ta the Dead, b be thus interr d, unleſs it be up- 

on this account, does not affirm that any Adyantage does really accrue 
to them even upon this-acconnt; but rather intimates, that in caſe up- 
on this account it be not nſeful, it is altogether inſigniſicant. And this, 
in good earneſt; was Sti Auguſtines Qpinion ng hf Interment 
of their i Departed Friends near the Memories; of the Saints, 


ama hat altha 10 hrovide ſuck a Flac for interring of the Heads 
| 2 | 
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047) | 
was an Indication of Kindneſs and Regard. to the F vel f Ibeit de 
ceaſed Friends and Relations, and further that from 3 ome mL a 
ariſe to the Living; yet notwithſtanding this, there was not fram ee 
leaſt Advantage to the Dead themſelves; unſeſs what other Perſons conjecture 


4 
might peradventure. prove true, namely, that the Martyrs had a peculiar Regard 
for thoſe Perſons, who were interr'd near the Places where themſelves were ,en- 
tomb d, above others; if indeed we do recommend them to the fame Martyrs, as. 
to Patrons, to be aſſiſted by their Prayers to God for them; which ching, AIs be, 
may. neyertheleſs be performed, tho' they be nor interred in fach Placed! 15 | 
which Words he ſer ms to give a tart Reptimand to that Opinion which maintains, 
that the Martyrs bave a very particular Regard for thoſe who are-interred near 
the Places where their Memories are celebrated ; and beſides, he again pretty 

lainly intimates his own.Opinion, namely, that rhe Martyrs do intercede wi 
God indifferentiy for all Perſons without Diſtinction, who by Prayers ro God 
are recommended to them, to be aſſiſted by tbe mn. 
2. From whence another reply to this Place of St. Avguſtine may be collected, 
and that roo more accommodated to the very Words of this Periad'7 namely, 
that thoſe who had the Place of their Interment near the Memories of the Mar- 
ryrs are by the ſame Martyrs aſſiſted with God; nor becauſe they are interred 
in thoſe Places, but becauſe by Prayers to God they are recommended to 
them; they are, I ſay, recommended to the Martyrs by Prayers, but it is 
by Prayers addrefled ro God, not to the Martyrs. © For even thoſe very Per- 
ſons who, inthoſe Days, aſcribed unto the Martyrs and depatred Saints & par- 
ricular Cate and Knowledge of ſuch things as were tranſacted here, did got for 
all that recommend themſelves and orhers to the ern of the Mattyrs*and” 
Saints, by addreffing their Prayers to them, but ro God; like as we alfo are wonr - 
to beſeech God, that he wonld vouchſafe to lend a gracious Ear to thoſe Prayers 
which by other Perſons who are alive are addreſſed to him on our Behalf." So 
that from this Place, whether we take it in that Senſe which St. Auguſtine, or in 
that which St. Jerom underſtood it, the Iyvotation of Saints cun no way be evin 
ced; but only that rhe Saints are as wick God to rboſe hi by Pray 
ers to God are recommended” to their Patronage. For ſubpoting,” cho nor” 
granting, that like as the Angels, fo alſo the Saints have the Care of our Perſons, 
and our Concerns, by God committed to their Charge, yet ſeeing” they admini- 
ſter this Province which by God is committed to their Charge, not according to 
their own, but to the Will of God ; ir is more agreeable borh'to'Reafon and 
Religion, that we ſhould both petition and wait for the Benefir of that Miniftra- 
tion (whatever ir either is, or may poſſibly be). from the Maſter of the Servant, 


than from the Servants themſelves. For without all Diſpute it is la ful to be- 


ſeech God, that he would give his Angels Charge over us, 16 keep us in all our 
ways; bar it is not therefore lawful to beſeech cheAngels that they would keep 
us in all our ways; for neither did the Ancient Church before Chriſt (the 
they under ſtood that the Angels were God's Minifters for out Good) ever pray 
after this manner; and the ancient Church after Chriſt in the Synod of Laodi- 
cea, condetnn'd ſuch who prayed after this manner: And whatever is conclu- 
ſive 2 nyocation of Angels, is more effectually ſo againſt the Invecarien ' 
of Saints an a |; N. TT 8351 * + g 227 HI N 1 [ * 
And theſe Confiderations are, I am in good hopes, ſtifficient to vindicate, not 
only St. Augutine, but likewiſe all the re as Fathers of the Fourth Century, 
va f be 4 LIFE Loot iS . 2 £ . ; ; as © 
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1 
A Lei S 68 Lats, {excepting Thier or Four, where they expreſy ben. 
Fo nor after © DOSES , bur. either after a Rhetorical or Poctjcal man- 
ner) from that Mark of Trfamy, 'wherewith'the Romani endeavour; to brand 
them, whilft chey about to exrort"an Evidence from them, will they, nil they, 
in behalf of the Modern Tdofatry of the Church of Rome. + And in very 
deed, in caſe they had not quite abandoned all Modeſty, they never 
bad ſo much as once made mention of St. Auguſtine, eſpecially in this Cauſe, 
whom they very well anderſtood, to have ſhews ſo very little Countenance to 
the Invocation of Saint, that he does not only deny the a it ſelf in expreſs 
Words, when he ſays, (which is above taken notice of) The Saints are indeed 
named in the Congregations and Celebration of theHoly Myſteries of the Church, 
but are norInvoked; but openly and on ſet purpoſe raſeth the very Foundarions of 
this ſo corrupt a Superſtition, as ſoon as they were laid. For the Romaniſts will not 
deny, but that the very Ground · work of Invocation of Saints is bottom d on a ſort of 
perſwaſion (whether true or falſe )chat the Saints departedare even yet concerned 

in theAdminiſtration of humane Affairs, and are propitious to the Prayers of ſuch 
wholnyoke them or however one way or other underſtand what it is Nr are pe- 

| titioned for. Bur St, Aupuſtine,rho! he grants that tbe Saints do indeed in general 
| intercede for us. (as being ſuch who throughly taught by their ownExperience un- 

35 derſtand that we fight under Chriſt's Banner, and are expoſed to many and great 
| | Difficulcies and Dangers) yet (as before I have ſaid) he is ſo far from granting 
W that they are propitious to our Prayers, that he expteſly, and with great Aſſu- 
5 rance, and frequently affirms, That the Souls of the deceafed are in lach Places, 
where they perceive not thoſe things which are performed by, or happen ro Men 

in this Life. And how then, ſays he, hould they know their own Tombs, or whe- 

ther their Bodies lie expoſed in open Air, or be interred ? And in caſe they be al- 

-  rogether ignorant whether they have Tombs or nor, then, ſay I, how ſhall they 

be. propitious. to thoſe Petitions and Supplications which are offered up at their 

Tombs? St. Auguſtine was indeed aware, (as before I have advertized ) that 

ſame Rents thoſe, Ages ers op lived, both of great Learning and Piety, 
were of.anocher Opinion, namely, that the departed Saints did not only pray for | 
all Men in general, but in particu r for ſome Perlons with a greater * and 
Intention than for others, and farther, that they were preſeni at, or intereſted in, the 
Petitions of thoſe who prayed and that they heard and recommended them roGod, 
tho as yet they had not ſo far advanced, as that either they themſelves actually did, 
or affirmed that others ought tolnvocate the Saints. Bui becauſe &. Auguſtine foreſaw 
ibeduperſtructure Which would be raiſed on this ſandy Foundation, and from what 
he law already practiſed conjectured how far in ,a ſhort time they would ad- 
vance, beyond what at preſent was attempted; upon this Conſideration, tho he 
do not by Name reprimand the Authors themſelves, yet does be with Zeal and 
Weight argue againſt thoſe ſo dangerous Opinions of theirs, (almoſt quite through. 
out that whole concerning the Care we are to employ about the Dead.) For 
* ſays he, let every one reſent what I deliver as he pleales ; In caſe the Souls of 
« tholewhoare departed were intereſted in the Affairs of the Living, my own pi- | 
© ous Mother would be my, conſtant nightly Vifzant,whb compaſſed Sea and Land 
© that ſhe might live with me. But what the. Plalmiſt ſings, is moſt certainly true, 
Hhben my Father and myMother forſake me, the Lord taketh me up. If therefore dur Pa- 
& rents have forſaken. us, how are they intereſted in our Cares and Concernsꝰ And in 
& calc our Pa rents are not thus intereſted, who is there beſides amongſt the Dead, 
1 | * who 


* 


(:99)). 
bo have any Perception of what we may either do or ſuffer? And preſently after, 
How, ſayahe, can we ſay they were well provided for, who were taken hence 
© before the Days of Calamity came upon them, in caſe after Death they are touched 
« with thoſe Misfortunes which attend Humanity d Why did God promiſe ir to 70 


© that moſt Pious Prince, as a very conſiderable Bene faction, Behold'therefore I will gatber 


« thee unto thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered imo thy Grave in peace, and thine Eyes 
&© ſhall not ſes all the Evil which I will bring upon thi Place, and upon thoſe who ſoj ourn in 
it. All theſe things does St. a” ary in that place deliver, from which be at laſt 
draws this Conclufion, by me before mentioned, Therefore are the Souls of the de- 
« ceaſed in ſueh Places where they perceive not thoſe things which are performed by, 
* or happen roMen'in this Life. Of which'Conclaſion, this is the neceſſary Conſe , 
either that Sr. Auguſtine did not believe that the Saints were to be Invocated; ( which 
is both true, and worthy St. Auguſtine) or other wiſe he believed thoſe were to be In- 
vocated, who neither ſaw, heard, nor underſtood any of thoſe things, which were 
tranſacted, ſpoken, or thought of; which is not only falſe, and incongruous, but Fol- 
ly and Madneſs, and therefore perfectly incredible concerning a Perſon of St, Augu- 
fline's Learning and Character. = = i 1 
Zut now tho ſo many, and ſuch clear Evidences out of St. Auguſtine himſelf, on 
his own Bebalf do more than abundamly vindicate bim, even from the very 
Suſpicion of this Error, there is yer over and above remaining one place more, and 
that too ſo celebrated, and ſo every way accommodated to the utter Extirpation of 
all ſorts of Invocation of Saints, that I muſt not by any means omit it. The Romanifts 
(as you underſtand) when they cannot otherwiſe give ſatisſactory Anſwers to the Au- 
thoriries brought from the Holy Scriptures, and the Fathers; are wont ( as before I 
ſaid) ro diſtinguiſh berween Invocation e . Direct, and Abſolute, and Invoca- 
tion Subaltern, Indirect, and Relative; and zhe former of theſe they indeed tell us, is 
due to God alone, and with regard to that the Scriptures and Fathers ought to be un- 
derſtood, when they ſeem to ſpeak either for the Invocation of God alone, or aga inſt 
the Invocation of Saints ; but the other, namely, the Invocation Subaltern, Indi 
and Relative, (to wit that Invocation whereby one Perſon invokes another, that he 
would intercede lin his Behalf ro a Third Perſon) may and ought to be offered to An- 
gels, and to the Saints likewiſe, But when to this we object, that this is neither better 
nor worſe, than to ordainAngels and Saints as Mediators betwixt God and Men, when 
St. Paul in moſt expreſs Words does acknowledge as but one God, ſo in like mannet 


but one Mediator between God and Men, namely, the Man Chriſt Jeſus ; here again 


the Romani/ts diſtinguiſh between a Mediator of Redemption, and a Mediator of In. 


rerceifion ; and affirm. that there is indeed bar one only Mediator of Redemption, 


but that there are many of Interceſſion. $1745 a4 
Let us therefore conſider whether St. Auguſtine were of this, or an Opinion quite 


different from ir, who in his 2d Book ch. 8. againſt Parmexian,repeating thoſe Words 
of St. John, 1 Joh. 2. Brethren, I write this unto you, that you fin not, and if any Man fin we 
have an Advocate with the Father Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, immediately adds, bus 
© if he had ſaid, theſe things have I written unto you, that ye fin not, and if any Man 
© fin, you have me an Advocate with the Father, and I will intercede for your Sins, 
(like as in a certain Place Parmenian bas afligned the Biſhop a Mediator between 
God and his People) what good and faithful Ch iſtian would endure this from him? 
Who would account of him as of an Apoſtle of Chriſt, and nor as Antichriſiꝰ For all 
« Chriſtians mutually recommend themſelves to one another's Prayers; but that Per- 
* (on for whom no one does intercede, but he does himlelf intercede for all Men, this 
äPerſon is the one only and true Mediator. For — S.Paul,tho' under the Head 


i: he be a principal Member, jet even he recommends himſelf to the Prayers of the 
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% paithſul; not does he make himſelf a Mediator between God and the 


Theſe are in that Place the Words of St. Auguſtine, where he expreſly ſpeaks of Chrift 

the Mediator, (not only as he is the Mediator of Redemption, but as he is alſo the 
Mediator of Interceſſions) of Chriſt, I ſay, a Mediator of Iuterceſſion, or concernin 
[ſuch a Mediator who is to be invoked, that upon our accounts he would Invoke a 
beſeech God; and yet from St, Jobn and St. Paul he coricludes, that there are not ma- 
ny, but one only Mediator even in this Senſe. And hence it is, that (being by the Widow 
Proba requeſted that he would inſtruct her how ſhe ought to make ber Prayers to 
God) in that Epiſtle which he writ to her concerning Prayer, and the manner of it, 
he makes not even the leaſt mention of the Invocation of Angels and Saints, but pro- 


poſeth to her the Lord's 1 pee the Form and Rule of ber Devotions. For, ſays he, 


"A 


© altho' we may make uſe of other Expreſſions, which the good Diſpoſition of the Pati- 
* rtioner does frame, either by way of Preface to render itſelf more apparent, (or, as l 
© think it ſhould be readmore ardent)or by way of Conclufion does incline to, to enlarge 
© his Devotions ;. yet in caſe we pray aright and agreeably, we ſay nothing elle than 
« what iscontained in that Prayer of our Lord's. But in that Pray er there is ncthirg 


concerning the Invocation of Saints, or the Iavocation of God thro the Saints, But you 


will ſay, neither is there any thing concerning the Invoeation of God thro Chriſt, Yes 
certainly; for ho is it poſſible for any Man to come unto God, or to make our Ad- 
dreſſes to him as our Father, unleſs it be in and thro Chriſt ? And what here in this 
Prayer Chriſt does teach us implicitly, he has ele w here taught us diſtinctly and ex · 
preſly, as Fobn 14. v. 1 3, 15. 16. Where he promiſeth that he will give us whatſoever 
we ſhall ask either of him, or of the Father in hũ Name. la which Words we are 
taught both to Invocate Chriſt himſelf as God; as alſo to Iavocate God thro' Chriſt, 
as thro a Media tor. But no where ate we taught either to locate the Saints them. 
ſelyes, or to Iavocate God thro the Saints. Which thing, in caſe it had been either 
neceſſary or profitable, moſt certainly neither had Chriſt, when he delivered to his 
Diſciples a Form of Prayer, omitted it; nor had St. Paul, who Ad, 20. 20. teſtiſies, that 
he had kept back nothing that was able, which he had nat publickly taught, neglected 
it ʒ nor laſtly, had St. Auguſtine, when he inſtructed the Widow Proba, bow with great- 
t Advantage the might make her Prayers unto God, concealed this from her. Neither 
c. pero Confeſ. had Cardinal Peron himſelf told Ca/aubon, That never in his whole 
We ern 4, Life-rime had he Invocated any one of the Saints, fave only when 
* in Publick Proceſſions he joined with the reſt in that uſnal Suffrage, Pray for w ; 
which Paſſage concerning Card. Peron, our Andrews Bp. of Wincheſter, a Man of moit 
undoubred Credit, and likewiſe a moſt learned Prelate, and of Primitive Converſation, 
Br Abdrew'sP does write ſrom Caſaubons ownRelation, a Perſon likewiſe no way 
57 75 Fal- tobe diftruſted.Bebold therefore how great the Force of Truth is, 
bunam Hor, ich ſometimes extorts a Confeſſion from its avowedAdverla- 
ries. For amongſt all the Rane, who has at any time ſhewn himſelf a more 
powerful, and (as with thoſe of his ownProfeſſion he is famed) a more ſucceſsfulDefender of 


| the Invecarion-of .Saints,thanCardinal Peron; Who againſt our K. James afficms and defends 
this Invocation, if not as a thing abſolutely neceſſiry, yet however as moſt deen to 


be prattiſed by all ſuch who deſired to be accounted Catholicks? And yet even this ſelf ſime 
Peron confeſſe th, that he never once lnvocated any one of theSainrs,ſave only forFafhion- ſake , 
and chat he might not ſcandalize othets With wharConſcience then could he pay fo little re- 


gad to that thing, which he believed to be moſt beneficial? or with what Integrity does he 


ſo vigorouſly maintain that Doctrine, which he thought of no moment, and preacheth and re- 
yy 5 223+ | ; | | 5 ” rr com- 


e. For 
if St. Pay! were a Mediator, as allo the reſt of his Fellow · Apoſtles; even ᷓt. Pau him · 


A ſelf would be at a Loſs how to account for theſe Words of his o when he ſays, 
C For there 5s one God. and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus. 
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eommendeth it toothers, 28-a matter of the greateft Concern ? Namely, with the ſame Inte. 
grity and Conſcience where with another great Cardinal (to wit, Bellarwine) for four entire 
Books together, and the greateft part of the fifth pompoully argues for inherent Righteouſneſs, 


and the Merits of good Works, as if they either were, or might be of ſuch Perfection, that we 


might by them be compleatly juſtified, and putting our ſelves upon them, we might with Aſ- 
ſurance appear before the Tribunal of God himſelf in his moſt ſevere Judgment. And yet af- 


ter this ſo laboured a Diſputation, he at length concludes, That by reaſon of the uncertainty 


of our own Righteouſneſs, and the Danger of Vain glory, it is by much the ſafeſt courſe to re- 


ſe our whole Confidence ſolely on the Merciesand Goodneis of God Which Conclufion,what 


1s it elſe but a Confeſſion, that throughout the whole preceding Diſputation, he wittingly and 


wilfully labours to recommend an uncertain and dangerous, rather than a moſt ſure and ſafe 


way to Eternal Salvation? And aſſuredly Peron, in caſe he did not, ought to have made uſe of 
Expreſſions near upon the ſame with theſe in his Confeſſion to Caſaubon, namely, that in re- 
gard of the Uncertainty of that Knowledge which the Saints have ( with reſpe& to thoſe Af - 


fairs which are tranſaRted here below) and in Conſideration of the Danger of Idolatry by 1»- 


vocating the Saints, it is the ſafeſt courſe thro' Chriſt only to Invocate God alone. | 
And that the Ancient Church, even down as low as the fourth Century, thus 7nwecation of. 
prattiſed, is well nigh acknowledged. For Pereſius, in his 3d part concerning Saints, when 
Traditions, conſeſſeth, that from the times of Cornelius, that is, after the 2 it begun in 
Year of Chriſt) Interceſſions of the Saints were mentioned with Honour ln the he Church. 1 
Writings; and from the times of S a (that ĩs, about the V ear 370.) Invocations F n 
were ſo likewiſe. Whence by the way it is to be remarked, that the Argument which is drawn 
from the Saints interceding for us, to our Invocaging them, is not concluſive, ſeeing that ac- 
cording to Pereſius his Computation, the opinion of the Saints Interceſſions for us, prece- 
ded that of our Invocating them an hundred and twenty Years. But ſuppoſing that Pereſus ſhould 
ſay they were both of them at the ſame time, always in the Church, -altho' the one was ſooner 
the other later mentioned in Authors; 1 do, in the firſt place, deſire to be informed by bim, 
how it does, ot can poſſihly appear that any Opinion or Practice did ſo many Ages ago always. 
prevail in the Church, concerning which, amongſt ſo many Eccleſiaſtical! Writers not one, be- 
fore the ſeveral Ages of Cornelius and Baſil, has recorded any thing, nor made the leaft mention 
of it intheirWricings? And then again I deſire Pereſius would inform me, if both or either of theſe 
Opinions had from the beginning obtained in the Church, as anApoſtolickTradition,and derived. 
down to us from ApoſtolicalPerſons, how it ſhould come to paſʒ that the moſt Primitive amongſt 
the Ancient Fathers (which from Sixt us Snenſis I before mentioned) ſhould be of opinion, that 


hear the Prayers oſ thoſe who Invocated them, nor intercede with God on their behalf, by 


the Souls of thoſe departed were not in Heaven, but in ſuch a Place, where they neither could 
* 


reaſon they neither as yet were, no nor before the Conſummation of the Age to come, ſhould they 
themſelves be made Partakers of the Beatific Viſion. About therefore the middle of the 3d Cen - 
tary, (Origen being the Author of it) the Opinion concerning the Interceſſion of the Martyrs 
with God, crept firſt into the Church ; and afterwards towards the ( oncluſion of thegthCentury, 
the Invocation of the ſame Martyrs,by ſome particular Perſons (the Ice being firſt broke by the 
Orators and Poets) but this was not introduced without ſtrong Oppoſition, from Perſons of the 
greateſt Note and Character, both of that and the nr more eſpecially from 
Epiphone Auguſline,as likewiſe fromS, 4mbroſe, 
0 


was not then grown to that Kxorbitancy, to which we now ſee it advanced, For notwithſtanding 
the Romaniſts whilſt they argue for it, tell us, that * Invocation of theSaints they underſtand no: 
thing more thanthat theSaints ſhould intercede withGod in their be half; yet the common 
practice, from theFornis both of Lublick andPrivatePrayers publiſhed in pri fromPiQures 


and Images which they call the Books of the Laity, it is in every place openly to be ſeen; thar they 


cheriſh in their Boſomꝭ a quite different opinion, or however that they would have it by theCom- 
monalty believed at another rate; namely, that the Saints are to be Invocated not barely as Inter 
ceſſors, but as the Givers and Liberal Diſpoſers of every good Gift; which things are, in very 

d, cuſtamarily petitioned for with greater Frequency and Affurance from the Saints, and 
more. eſpecially from the Bleſſed Virgin, than either from God or Chriſt, Aud: 


* <7 
\ — 


Jerom, S. C hr i ſoſtom, and bea denet: So that 
re the th Centaty after Chriſt, it did prevail to that degree, as to be received by the publick 

practice of the Church. And then at the long run by Gregory the Great, Pope of Rome was tian . 

voc at ion of rhe Saints annexed to, and incerted into the publick Litanies of the Church; but it 
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when Gabriel Biel, a Schoolman of great account, in the 8 Lea: of his Expoſit..of the Canon of 
theMoſe, writes in this manner, Our Heavenly Father has granted to the molt B. Virgin the one 
Half of his Kingdom, (which thing was prefigured in Ef her, to whom Afuerus gave half of hi; 
Kingdom) for ſeeing there are two ſewels of the higheſt value in the Heaven Crown, to wit, 
L juſtice and Mercy,God has reſerved to himſelf Juſtice, and Mercy he has reſigned to the V. 
«Mary. And Bernardine, in that Book of his, which he entitles Mariale, fays It concernsusto ap- 

« peal from the Bar of the Divine Juſtice to the Bar of Mercy, u hich belongs to the V. Mary. 
And thoſe vain Imaginations which they publiſh in their Writings, they likewiſe to thel ife 
exemplify in their Pictures and Images. For I my ſelf have, in a Convent of Franciſeans, which 
is at 3 1s alſo in another Convent of the ſame Fraternity, which is at Brwges, ſeen a Piece 
moſt exquiſſtely painted, and expoſed to publick view; in one part whereof ſtands Chriſt, and 
2 in another the Virgin Mother. Chriſt is drawn 1 8 hisFeet, in an uprighit Poſture, with 
Jp a ſower, terrible,and threatning Aſpect, and in his Right hand ſtretched our brandiſheth a burn- 
4 | ing ſiery Thunderbolt, as tho he would forthwith the whole World, and were juſt upon 
the very point of taking a final Vengeance upon wretched Mankind, but that his more merciful 
Mother is at the Elbow of her enraged Son, and catching hold of his Right hand ſtops theVio- 
lence of his Fury juſt as it ſtrains it ſelf to the utmoſt,and is in its full Career, which thing ſhe is 
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revailed upan to undertals by St.Dominick and St. Francis, who towards the lower part of this 
Draught on thyir bendedKaees, with lift up Eyes,andHands ſtretched out, not towards Chriſt but 
towards Mary, ſeem tol her, that according to theAuthority of a Mother ſhe wouid com. 


3 dothey uſually expreſs themſelves) that he would not in hisIndig. 
_ | nationdeſtroyMankind.Be here a pleaſant,not ſilent, but vocal, nay eloquent lnſtructor of the 
& ; Lait)! Whereby they are mite effectually admoniſhed, than tis poſſible they ſhould be by any 
Expreſſions, that Mary rather than Chriſt, rather than the Son the Mother is to be Invoked, a 
being better ſtored with Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſion, and more indulgent to Sinners, and 
more enclined and readier to fuccourSinners thanChriſt. And indeed it is much to be lamented, 
__  chitat the foot of 8 Picture, che, ard by ſts ſelf ĩt is ſufficiently inſtructive, that 
pious ſententious Expreſſion i Bornardine's, It concerns us ſrom the Bar of the Divine Juſtice 
to appeal to the Bar of tif the Mercy, which belongs to che V. Mary, is not by way of In- 
ſcription or Title ſubjoined' Golden Capitals: For nothing can either be drawn, or fancied 
avhich could more emphatically expreſs eng and Intendment of this Picture. Or rather, 
F that 1 may ſpeak with all poſſible regard concerning a matter of ſuch moment, (for even theſe 
_ Trifles have relation to what is of greateſt weight) it is in guod earneſt to be lamented, that ide 
—_ Hearts of Chriſtians (whichGod himſelf hysclaim to as lis purchaſed peculiar righr v. 23.26. 
—_ — . 3 ſhould by thefe and ſuch like pious;nsy much rather impiousCheats,gradually and iſenſibly be 
__——— "alienated from God and hr iſt; and even almoſt the entire Body of the Devotion and Worſhi 
—_ of the Ehnrch of Rowe, transferred from God to the Saints, and frm Chriſt ro the V. Mary. 80 
3 | | Chat like as St. it hanaſus, with reference to the Age wherein he lives, formeily ſaid, That the 
IM © whole ChriftianWorld ſtood amazed to conſider it ſelf was become Ari, fo like wiſe the Roman 
= _Worldofthis preſentage does oripgpin ty wonder, and ſtand amazed to conſider it ſelf become 
Marian. For as thoſe who in that Age called themſelves Chriſtians, were nevertheleſs A ian; 
— . Ffotheſe who now a. days glory in Ailing themſelves Catholicks, that is, the very beſt of, and in- 
We. - „ | <- | deed the only Chriſtians, are notwithſtanding in reality Marian, rather than Chriſtians. E 
_ ” +44 © BurT have forgot that I am writing a Letter, and that you are a Pei ſon cronded with multipli- 
—_—. „el of Bfineſs;- and beſides this, not ſo altogether a Stranger, and unexperienced in theſe very 


= - mand herSen (for at this 


1 c rorve ies, that you ſhould ſtand in need of my ſelf, orany one elſe to be your Inſtructor. I make 
3 + therefore” ny Requaſt, (moſtCotirteous and Learned U/irin:) that you would in ſuch wiſe ac- 
ee pf of theſ#-orthiefs Conſideratiom, not as tho they were by me committed to writing with 

=_ / deſign dttaſtructing you in ſomething whereof you had hitherto been ignorant, bur that 

A F might lay befdre vou, ownSentiments;together with the Practice and Determination of the 

—_——_— AneneChurch,in one of the moſt conſiderableHeads of Controverſy betwixt us and the Rema- 


e and fubmitit to your molt LearnedCenſure. In the whereof, in caſe L have been be- 
a good wannert tedious, you, according to your wonted Candor, will I hope freely pai” 

1 don both chis, and what other Errors 777 this Paper eſcaped 7 N 
a . L As r 48% Ko 22.7 5 * : | | 4 7 A Tour moſt Obſeqniou; Friend, 
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